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Want to start a blog and make a career as a blogger 

Yeah! It’s possible to do both at the same time! 

After all, what's better than following your passion and 
making a passive income along. 

For the last 14 years, ShoutWMeLoud has helped millions of 
users like you to start a blog of your own. 

People blog for many reasons, and some of the most popular 
ones are: 


Sharing the new learnings 
Documenting your thoughts 
Passive income and making money 
Free gadgets and stuff for review 
Free travel 


Or any other. 

Yours could be one of the above, or for some other reason, 
blogging could help you achieve your goal. 

So, without further delay, let’s learn how you can start a blog 
today. 

A few things: 

This is a detailed guide with some theory and practical 
knowledge. A bit of reading and following steps to start your 
blog. 

This is just one thing you need before we start: 


The name of your domain. 


Note: You can always change your domain name in the future 
if you like. 

In this guide, you will find answers to all these questions and 
will be able to start a blog. 

Here are the steps to start a blog: 
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1]. Step 1: Picking the blog topic 

2. Step 2: Select the blogging platform 

3. Step 3: Pick a domain name & hosting for your blog 

4. Step 4: Install WordPress on the blog (Tutorial is given 


below) 
5. Step 5: Setup the design of the blog 
6. Step 6: Install the best WordPress plugins 
7. Step 7: Write your first blog post 
8. Step 8: Share your writeup with the world 
9. Step 9: Monetize your blog 
10. Step 10: Drive traffic and gain more exposure 


Note: To make it easier for you to take action, lm suggesting 


only those options in terms of platform and hosting, which are 
working for everyone. 
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1. Bye Bye Boss - My 
Blogging Journey 


Hello there, 

Before you read this book which could help you make a 
million dollar or more, let me share a true story. 

Around June 2009, | took the biggest decision of my life. | said 
“No”. 

It was difficult to say “no” to one of the biggest MNCs in the 
world (Accenture), and embark on a road less traveled. 

| did it to become a professional blogger, and back in those 
days, there were only a handful of professional bloggers in my 
country (India). 

| was not silly or stupid. | was smart. | had a vision that | could 
help millions of other people in the world to start a blogging 
business, and lead them to live a boss-free life. 

Fast forward, 14 years, and | feel | have achieved it. My work 
at ShoutMeLoud inspired thousands, if not millions, around 
the globe to start, grow, and make money from their passion. 
Basically saying “F**k you, boss!” and building their own version 
of online business. 
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Swadhin Agrawal 
@swadhinagrawal_ 


6/ @denharsh: Harsh Agrawal is not a 
person, he's a movement personified 
that created 1000s (if not millions) of 
professional bloggers in India. Giving 
them the ability to WFH & live a dream 
life. 


His blog & YT channel should be in your 
bookmarks to learn blogging. 


To be honest, this was not an easy feat, and | have struggled a 
lot. But | enjoyed and am still enjoying every bit of this journey. 
This made me a hammer, a strong-minded person, and it was 
my strong will, that heloed me to keep going. 

Those thank you emails from my readers inspired me the 
most. Many of them remembered me in their prayers, which 
added to my good karma. 

Before you get started with “Creating a million dollar blog”, 
you should know a little about me. This will give you confidence 
that you are not wasting your time, and you would know how | 
ended up writing this book. 
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A Little About Me: 


I'm Harsh Agrawal, Founder of ShoutMeLoud, which is a 
platform for creators and small business owners to learn how to 
start, grow and monetize their brands. 

I’m an accidental blogger and an engineer by education. 

14 years back, | never imagined that | would live a boss-free 
life and will deliver a speech at many international conferences 
in exotic places like India, Las Vegas, Russia, and Milan to name 
a few. 

| have dedicated my good 14+ years to professional blogging 
and helped many individuals around the globe to grow in their 
careers. Helping others grow has always been my biggest 
driving force and this story will tell you about the important 
time period of my blogging journey. 

Getting back to my educational background, | completed 
engineering in the I.T. stream (2008), and by the end of my final 
year; It placed me in one of the most reputed I.T. Companies: 
Accenture. 


My Blogging Journey: How it all started 


The first three months of blogging: 


| started blogging just out of fun in September 2008 and 
started writing about things | knew. | began my blogging 
journey on the BlogSpot platform. | was very much interested 


in network and computer security, so before blogging, | started 
with a community on Orkut called “Underground world.” 

The firstdomain namewhich | wanted to be was 
the underground world, which was already taken. So | started 
with the domain name virgintech.blogspot, and at the end of 
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three months | was getting appreciation from my readers and 
| thought of investing in my blog. 

| bought Web-hosting and a domain and migrated my blog 
to WordPress. 

Moving to WordPress turned out to be a great decision, as 


it put ShoutMeLoud on the world map of bloggers who were 
blogging on the WordPress platform. At that time WordPress 
was not as popular as it is now, and since it was one of the 
fastest-growing yet misunderstood blogging platforms, | took 
the opportunity to help other bloggers to learn and master 
WordPress. 


How did an accident change my life? 


On June 28th, 2009, | had a terrible accident that changed my 
life forever. The doctors told me I could never walk again, and | 
nearly lost all hope and faith for a good life. 

It devastated me for days, but when | saw my parents crying, 
the strange realization of “Am I the only one with the 
problem?” changed the course of my life. 
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This is where | had a strange realization that I’m not the only 


one with the problem, and this is where | should focus on how 
| can make things better for me and for people around me. 
| was only 22 but this strange realization has given new 
strength and direction to my life, which is continued until now. 
Since | had nothing else to do in those bedridden months, 
| dedicated myself completely to blogging. | used to spend 
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almost 14 hours a day in front of my laptop, most of the time 
writing and learning new things. 

Those 7 months changed everything in my life and gave me 
a new direction. | read as much as | could, and | studied many 
top blogs and how they succeeded. 

A big thanks to an excellent surgeon, | ultimately could walk 
and run again after being bedridden for seven months. 


Selecting a domain name + Hosting 


By the end of three months, | was aware of the importance 
of branding of a blog. Initially, | was thinking of some domain 


name with a keyword containing ‘Tech” but choose “Shout-Me- 
Loud” for its uniqueness and for better branding. 

For web-hosting, right now ShoutMeLoud is hosted on 
Kinsta. 


What are the benefits of Keyword less domain? 


How ShoutMeLoud find its niche? 


Initially, | wrote about the usual tech stuff which you could 
probably find on other blogs. Later on, when | discovered that 
blogging could make money, | was blown away by this idea. 

| was wondering why nobody told me | could follow my 
passion and make money. That’s where | made a mission that 
| will let others know about blogging and how they can follow 
their passion and live a boss-free life. 

Life has much more to offer than working for someone and 
living paycheck to paycheck. 

This is where | started sharing everything | was learning 
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about blogging and started sharing my experience of making 


money from blogging. 

Since all content was based on my learning experience and 
experiments, soon ShoutMeLoud visitors started liking it and 
that’s how ShoutMeLoud found its niche. 


My First Income from blogging: 


As | mentioned, | started blogging out of passion and my love 
for writing. 

| did not understand what AdSense was or what SEO was 
when | started. | was a hobby blogger and with time | learned 
about AdSense and other advertising programs. 

| still remember my first $10, which | earned via helping a 
45-year-old Australian guy with his WordPress issue. That was 
my first online income, and that’s how | discovered PayPal, 
which enables anyone to receive payment globally. Later on, | 
added AdSense, and in the first month, | made $40, which | 
consider a good start. 


The thing really took off when | learned about affiliate 
marketing and made my first $47 affiliate sales in the first 2 
months of moving to WordPress. That sale opened my eyes 
towards the possibilities of earning money via blogging, and | 
realized it is possible to live a dream life via blogging. 


Hobby Blogger to A Professional blogging: 


Back in March 2009, | left my full-time job for 6 months, and | 
took up professional blogging as my full-time career. 


It was not a straightforward decision and convincing my 
family was not an effortless task, but | took my chance and 
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selected what | liked. By that time, | started making decent 
money that could take care of my daily needs. 

| should let you know that I’m not a planned guy, rather I’m 
more of a go-with-flow kinda person. 


Partnership with another Blogger: 


Around January 2011, | partnered with Rahul Bansal, a Pune- 
based blogger to take blogging to the next level. Since we both 
have a similar vision for empowering the youth with online 
money-making/Digital marketing, we thought of doing this 
together. 

Later, things didn’t turn up as expected, and | shifted back 
to Delhi to start my own venture. However, | learned a great 
deal of knowledge working with Rahul, and | have a huge 


admiration for this gentleman. 


Rahul Bansal (Left) & | (Right) 
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My Venture: ShoutDreams 


My dream and vision now are to make blogging a full-time 
business and help individuals around the globe to learn the art 
of blogging. 

Like Rome was not built in a day, my vision too would take 
time but someday | will touch that dream, where | will have a 
big office and many bloggers will write on their blogs sitting in 
their office. 

| started to take advantage of my current domain name and 
named my company as ShoutDreams. 


Current Blog Network: 


Many people have asked me how | manage blogs on our 


network. It’s not an easy task to maintain multiple blogs and 
their social media presence. You need to have a team who can 


treat all blogs as their own blog. 

Whenever | hire someone (Editor, paid author), | ensure they 
are working because their heart is in the work they are doing. 

| divide work amongst all of them, and we work in a model 
where everyone's suggestions are welcome. 


Earning from Blogging: 


This is the most interesting part of my blogging life. If | would 
have gone ahead with my 9-6 job, | would make $40-50k per 
year. 

With blogging and other online activities, | have made more 
than a million-dollar in a year. 

In the end, I’m my boss and | work within my comfort. I’m 
sharing this part with you because | want you to take blogging 
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seriously, and you might end up living a life that you never 
imagined. 


My Awards: 


Being a backbencher, awards are not something | really look 
forward to. I’m not an award kind of guy, but when 
ShoutMeLoud won best Indian blog awards numerous times, 
it definitely made me realize that I’m onto creating something 
big. However, my biggest joy came after receiving the 
“entrepreneurship award” from the same college, “Hindustan 
College of Science and Technology” where | have spent 4 years 
of my life. 
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The biggest challenge as a blogger: 


The last 14 years have been amazing, but it also comes at a 
significant price. This section is more of a suggestion if you 
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take a route as a blogger, freelancer, or someone working from 
home. 

Our work style requires minimum social interaction, less 
physical movement, and no cheerleaders, and this has its 
advantage and a great disadvantage. So you need to find a 
balance to ensure you add enough social interaction such as 
YouTube interviews, Podcast interviews, social meet up in your 
community, join some interest groups. 

You need to create a system that illuminates motivation and 
inspiration all the time to help you keep moving forward. 

In a nutshell, you need to talk to more people in person. 
This will be really helpful in the time to come. | discovered this 
issue a little late, but taking certain actions as mentioned above 
helped me to get over this feeling. 
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2. Million Dollar Proof & 
Modern Blogging 
Advice 


| hope you enjoyed the story of my journey, and now it’s time 
to talk about some serious stuff. Even though we are using the 
term “Blogging” but now the bloggers are called “Creators”. As 
you would create content not only for blogs, but for YouTube, 
Social Media, Live videos, and also audio podcasts. 

By calling yourself a “Blogger” you would limit yourself, 
instead call yourself a “Creator”. 

Now, the serious part. In the past 14 years, | have made a 
few million dollars with the help of my blog. This book and my 
other book “The handbook To Affiliate marketing” is the duo 
that would teach you most of the learnings and the tricks. 

But, first let’s have a look at some of the screenshot from my 
ad networks and affiliate programs. 

Program 1income proof: 


This one crossed ONE svae sysouce 
million in 2022. | have been 66,091 1,336 +17,766  $1,122,693.90 


promoting this program 
since 2011-2012, and on an 
average this program netted | 
me close to $100k every livulllutllii Fr mAh, 
month. How to pick such i 
product and how to promote is all shared in my ebook on “The 
handbook to affiliate marketing”. 

Program 2 income proof: 
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This is another product — 
that | promoted on 218,667 5257 
ShoutMeLoud and network 
of blogs to generate close to 
$700K in 9 years. 

| could continue showing 


EN 72085 720 27 708 208 720 2n 


you more program, but that would be boasting rather than 
inspiring you. 

My purpose to show this is to let you know that if one person 
can do it, and you can do it too. 


Will all this work in 2022? 


Now, you are asking the right questions. Things have evolved 
in 2022, and because of the availability of more data and great 
tools (including artificial intelligence), you have more 
opportunity to make money now. However, this is going to take 
a lot of effort, and you should embark on it, only if you are 
willing to put dedicated time into this. 

The best thing is, you don't really have to rely on other people. 
Even if you are an introvert, you can excel in the field of 
blogging. 

In nutshell, blogging works in 2022, and it would work in 
years to come. However, your marketing strategy has to evolve 
which you would learn partly in this book, and rest in my other 
books and on ShoutMeLoud.com 

Now, before we look into the technicality of blogging, lets 
understand why people really blog. 
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4. Why People Blog? 


Blogs today have become an essential part and are needed by 
most generations worldwide. 

It’s raining blogs. 

Life was never so tech-savvy before this. 

Whether one needs advice, wants to share a personal 
experience, or be aware of the views on any topic, all one needs 
is to gear up, punch in a few keys, and read a blog. 

With the birth of blogs, conventional writing has taken a back 
seat. 

Ink is replaced by the keyboard, and readers are targeted 
globally. 

Blogging gets you reactions from worldwide. It provides a 
place to say and be heard. 

A long back ‘blog’ meant a personal online diary, typically 
concerned with relationship problems or techie news. 

But after September 11, a slew of new or refocused media 
junkie/political sites reshaped the entire Internet media 
landscape. The blog now refers to a web journal that 
comments on the news — often by criticizing the media and 
usually in rudely clever tones — with links to stories that back 
up the commentary with evidence. 

Today, a blog is an essential part of marketing strategy for 
businesses, personal branding, and more. 

So, here are my 15 reasons why people blog — 


1. To Share Knowledge 


Many individuals start a blog to share their knowledge, 
especially the curious types, as they understand their 
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knowledge is precious and should document and share the 
same. 

And it makes sense, as one also learns more by teaching. 
Since blogging requires you to research and develop the best 
version of your knowledge. 


2. Hobby/Interest in Writing 


This is the most common reason people blog. 

Many people like to write, and they like to write for 
themselves. Basically, this is what blogging is all about. It’s why 
blogging started, and it’s why blogging exists. Most people just 
want to keep an online space for writing. 

These people don’t care about the best blogging platforms, 
how to get more traffic, and how to increase the number of 
comments. They just love to write, and if someone comments, 
that’s good too. 

That said, blogging out of passion should be every blogger’s 
biggest reason. 


3. Networking 


It’s great for meeting new people, globally or locally. Blogging 
helps to spread ideas and connections beyond geographical 
boundaries. 

It is one of the best ways to connect with like-minded people 
and share your thoughts about certain issues. The comment 
section of a blog is a gold mine, where you also get to hear 
others’ opinions and points of view on the topic you are writing 
on. 

What better way to connect than talking about common 
interests with a stranger? 
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4. Digital Nomad lifestyle 


A digital nomadic lifestyle is not an unfamiliar concept, and 
many individuals like to travel the world and work. Blogging 
gives you this opportunity, as you can work from anywhere at 
your pace. 

| have lived a digital nomadic lifestyle for years, and | can’t 
think of any other profession that could have allowed me to 
travel the world and learn from the wisdom of different 
cultures if this would not have been for blogging. 

My Instagram profile reflects this grandeur lifestyle. Being 
a digital nomad is a pop culture, and many individuals are 
adopting it as anew norm. 


5. Fame/Popularity 


When people see any successful person, they try to follow that 
path. 

When I was a kid, | saw Sachin Tendulkar (a famous cricketer) 
and wanted to become a cricketer. When | used to see movie 
actors on posters and newspapers and on TVs, | wanted to 
become a film star. 


This is not just me; this is the human tendency. 


This is also true for the blogging industry. When people 
see successful bloggers like Darren Rowse, Amit Agarwal, Tim 
Ferriss, or other bloggers who have money and fame, they try 
to be like them. 

This is not a bad approach, but they're forgetting that all 
these famous and successful bloggers are blogging because 
it’s their passion. 

Again, passion is the foundation of blogging. 
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Not only is quick fame and fortune a misguided reason for 
starting a blog, but it’s also not possible. l'm sorry... 

Every success is preceded by many hurdles, and if you want 
to become a famous blogger, know that it’s going to take a 
while to get there. 

You need to crawl; it’s impossible to jump. 


6. For making money 


Most people think, “Oh, all | have to do is write a few things, 
click a few buttons, and | can make a lot of money!” But this is 
very, very untrue. 

Many people blog for money. And while you can make 
money blogging, | need to say it again: 


If there’s no passion, you'll find making money very hard. 


Blogging can be a gold mine for people who want to tap into 
the rich online marketing field, but if you just want to make 
money, you'll make more at a “traditional” job. 


7. Advertising and Branding 


Since an enormous part of the population is internet-friendly, 
many companies see it as a profitable exercise to blog and 
advertise their company. 

Through the blogs, they can also get reviews of their 
products and test the water. 

Its a great platform for the branding of the products. 

You can talk about your products, their features, their work, 
etc. 


20 | Why People Blog? 


Inform the readers about the new products to be launched in 
the future and answer their query on the same. 


8. To connect with like-minded people 


Blogging helps to bring in together the people who think alike. 
When you blog on a certain topic. 
Sometimes they help you take your thoughts forward. 
Through blogs, much idea sharing takes place that couldn't 
have been possible otherwise. 


7. To create awareness or get your voice 
heard 


This is one reason why people blog. Sometimes it just takes 
a simple move to start something big. Many blogs are issue- 
based, meaning the blogger is trying to provide information to 
sway people's thinking in a certain direction. 

Many political and social issues blogs are written by bloggers 
trying to make a difference in their own ways. Such blogs bring 
people together and connect them. 

For example, if you see any injustice and raise your voice 
about that on your blog so that lots of people react, there could 
probably be a mass movement. 


9. Self Promotion and build your personal 
brand- 


Its an excellent way to promote yourself in the field of one’s 
expertise or interest. By writing blogs, one can share the 
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knowledge and showcase your skills in front of potential 
employees who would read your blogs. 

This will also help legitimize your expertise and expand your 
online presence and platform. It also helps in promoting your 
credibility. 


10. To find new jobs 


This is one of the newer reasons why people create a blog. 

Let’s say you're a programmer skilled in creating websites; 
you could create a blog and start posting about programming- 
related topics. This will help drive potential future employers to 
your site who might want to hire you for a project. 

Or maybe you're a photographer. You can start a blog on your 
website with all your pictures to draw in people from search 
engines. 

This is actually a very effective way of finding jobs. 


11. To help others 


Many blogs are written to help people going through a certain 
phase or circumstances. 

Like break-ups, disease, parenting, depression, and so on. It is 
difficult to talk to someone personally on these topics. 

Such blogs work therapeutically for many people. 

It also makes them feel they are the only ones going through 
such a phase, but many others are in the same situation. 
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12. Stays in touch 


Personal blogs are a great medium to stay in touch with family 
and friends you cannot see daily. 

Let them know what you feel about them. Make them feel 
special. Share what is going on in your life or advise them on 
certain topics. 


13. To satisfy your creative side 


Sometimes your mind is abuzz with creative ideas, which you 
are not too sure of expressing openly. You have a lot of fear 
of their acceptance, or you are not too sure how to start 
something like that; blogs are the best option for unleashing 
your creative ideas. 

It not only gives readers who might admire your workpiece, 
but also boosts your confidence. 

One also has the liberty to write semi-professionally. 


14. Create a record 


By writing online open journals, one can create a record for the 
future, for personal use like kids and family so that they can 
refer to it in the future. 


15. To gain Knowledge 


| started this article with “To share knowledge” and added this 
again, as many forward-thinking individuals blog to gain new 
knowledge. 
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There are almost half a million blogs available on the web. 
They cover almost every topic. One can gain and share 
information on the topic of interest. Updating blogs regularly 
with the latest information is a perfect way to stay abreast of 
the events in a specific field or topic. 

Certain things are to be kept in mind while writing a blog. A 
blog should be updated regularly with the latest information. 
Otherwise, it is considered a static web page for the readers. 

This will mean less credibility for the blogger and even less 
traffic to the blog. Before starting with the new blog, it is 
essential that you should define a goal for it and what you want 
to accomplish out of it. 

You should know your readers, and your blog should be 
written to meet their expectations. Your blogs should reflect 
your personality and not something you are not. 
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4. How To Pick A 
Profitable Blog Niche? 


This is the most important chapter you will read before 
starting a blog. The knowledge of blog niche will define your 
future success, or lack of this knowledge might lead to failure. 
Countless people started a blog and had quit it before they 
could have discovered the glory they were destined to. 
What | found most interesting here is that most of them 
echoed the same voice: 


| quit because | couldn't drive blog traffic 
| quit because | could not make money 

| was unsuccessful 

| was not lucky 


It is disheartening to hear this for me, as | know the issue is 
not the hard work of these quitters but a lack of understanding 
of profitable blogging, especially zero understanding of blog 
niche. 

Now, | unravel the secrets of niche selection, which will 
become your foundation for creating a profitable blogging 
business. 


What is the blog niche? 


According to the dictionary, Denoting or relating to products, 
services, or interests that appeal to a small, specialized section 
of the population. 

The most common way to think of a blog niche is — 
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What is your blog topic? 
What is your blog about? 


Common mistakes in niche selection 


A few mistakes exist that many beginners make with niche 
selection. Let me pen down a few of them. 


1. Getting into a generic niche 


A generic niche is broad, usually with high competition, and 
very broad. For example, Health niche, tech niche, and Fashion 
niche. 

A better way to look into it is by focusing on a specialized 
narrow niche within a broad niche. 

This alone would ensure your blog becomes successful in 
terms of popularity, traffic, and money. 

Moreover, you become a specialized expert since you would 
spend a lot of time researching, learning, and writing around 
one focused topic. 


Read - Single topic niche Vs. multi-topic niche: Which is 
better & why? 


2. Fewer monetization options 


A lot of beginners blog by focusing only on AdSense. This is 
mostly because of a lack of information, and this should not be 
the only criteria for profitable niche selection. 

You need to widen your horizon and focus on a niche that 
provides an option for more monetization opportunities. 


26 | HowTo Pick A Profitable Blog Niche? 


This could be as (but not limited to) 


Direct advertisers 
Affiliate programs 
Online courses 
Merchandising 


3. Without Research, Failure Happens 


If your goal is to make a sustainable business (income stream) 
from your blogging effort, you must spend time researching 
and using data to pick a niche. 

This may require 2-3 days before you can start your blog. But, 
this exercise alone would help you validate your idea, and your 
decision is not solely based on passion and gut feelings. 

On the contrary, gut feeling is not bad, as long as you are 
well nurtured with the right information before launching your 
blog. 


4. Sticking To A Wrong Niche 


“It is ok, | will make it a success”, such kind of thought often 
leads to frustration soon, and ultimately would let you quit 
working on your blog. 

Often when you realize you are working in the wrong niche, 
you have an option to start a new website (in a new niche) and 
then make it work for you. In fact, your second blog might be a 
success, as you will utilize your knowledge from the old blog in 
a new one. 

In my 12 years as a blogger, every new blog has become 
a faster success than the earlier one. So do not be afraid of 
leaving your old niche and starting a new one when you realize 
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the old niche is too saturated or you have no interest in it 
anymore. 

Take all this advice with a pinch of salt, and ponder it before 
deciding to change your niche. If you are part of 
ShoutUniversity, you can always ask me about your niche. 


5. Not Starting Due to Lack of Niche 


Niche selection is definitely the #1 step for becoming 
successful with profitable blogging, but you should not be 
stuck at this stage for too long. Many more challenges are 
waiting, and you should complete the entire niche selection 
process within a week. 

Even if it means you have selected the wrong niche, you can 
always course-correct later. The key here is, not to get stuck in 
the niche selection process. 

Moving on to the benefits... 


What Are The Benefits of Niche Selection 


1. More Traffic-Google Love 


Since you will take the help of data to pick the niche, the 
probability of you building a high-traffic blog would be higher. 
Also, since you are working in a laser-focused niche, you are 
more likely to get rewarded by Google in terms of organic 
traffic. 
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2. More Loyal Users 


Being in the right niche also lets you attract like-minded users. 
Since your blog will be about one topic, your being in the right 
niche also lets you attract like-minded users. 

Since your blog will be about one topic, your readers are 
likelier to stick around. 

You would notice that you have less bounce rate and high 
avg. page on time, and your community would expand. This 
process may be slow initially, but eventually, one day, 
everything would just change. 


3. You Might Become an Expert 


Learning is a slow process, but as you spend regular time daily 
learning about one subject, eventually, you would end up 
being top 1%-5% in that field. The best part is that you would 
not even realize how you gained such knowledge, as your 
hunger for learning more will never end. This difference is 
mostly seen by others or you when you compare your recent 
writings with the old ones. 


4. Marketing Becomes Easier 


This reason alone should compel you to spend significant time 
selecting a niche. When you have a focused blog, your 
marketing efforts become easier than an unfocused blog, and 
you would see better results with fewer efforts. 
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5. More Mullah & 


Once your blog gets traction, advertisers will approach you. 
This stage of your career would be a game-changer, as your 
initial niche selection will help you make more money than 
your peers. 

Due to the laser-focused niche, the ads should get high CTR 
from the hyper-targeted audience. This would be maximum 
mullah. In one of a niche that | worked on, it netted more than 
$12000 in a single day because | was in a focused niche. You 
may or may not repeat the same result as mine, but you will 
definitely be better off starting a blog without niche selection. 


Generic Niche Vs. Laser-focused niche 
(Micro niche) 


Freelancing vs freelancing for writers 

Technlology blog vs Tech blog for Apple user 

Fashion Lifestyle blog vs Fashion & lifestyle for College 
goers 

SEO vs Backlink Building 


5 Principles to pick a niche for your blog 


1. Your interest, a.k.a passion 


Use your past experience, hobbies and learnings, current 
interest, readings and learnings, and your life accomplishment 
as a base for choosing a niche. For example, if you have lost 
weight, you can think about starting a health blog, or if you 
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have become financially free, you can start a finance blog. 
Always remember: One learns better by teaching! 

| do it by creating a list of subjects I’m passionate about and 
then running through other filters as listed below. 

This ensures that the niche you pick is not only something 
you are passionate about but also profitable in the long run. 


2. Low Competition Niche Means Easy Win 


Competition is another factor that you should consider before 
zeroing down on a niche. You should avoid a highly competitive 
niche, as many other webmasters create a website in the same 
niche. 

You should remember this as the topmost principle for 
successful niche selection. Your goal should be to pick a niche 
that is not very competitive, and few users are looking into it. At 
the same time, it should have the potential to grow over time. 
See trends in niche selection to clearly understand this. 


3. Your Area of Expertise 


Well, passion is one compass to find a great niche; you should 
not discount your existing expertise when it comes to niche 
selection. As many websites rely on Google search to drive 
traffic, expertise is one criterion you should consider. 

A few years back, Google clarified that they look at author 
expertise to rank a website. A high ranking means you will 
be rewarded with more organic traffic, which will help you 
succeed in your blogging endeavor. 

In fact, Google took this one step ahead and started de- 
ranking websites where expertise is not clear, especially in 
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certain niches like health, finance, and anything to do with 
money matters. 

Generic niches like fashion and tech are quite fine right now, 
but we can't be certain it will stay the same in the near future. 
Your qualifications, your official designation (Example: 
Engineer, Doctor, Management degree), should be considered 
when picking a niche. 

If you don’t have one of these, avoid getting into a niche 
where the qualification matters. There is a workaround related 
to this situation, but it is not as straightforward as it seems. 
So, along with passion, do consider a niche where you could 
highlight your expertise or hire expert writers. A workaround 
to this is having an expert review your content (For example, 
health niche can work with a medical practitioner to review the 
content). 


4. Topic Relevancy In The Future 


So you identified a few niches for you, but what about the 
future of those niches? 

Checking and ensuring that the trend has increased over 
time ensure you stay relevant in the coming time. 

There are exceptions when working on a micro-niche, and 
your time horizon for that blog is not more than 1-2 years. A 
good free tool to check a topic’s trend is using Google trends. 

Here is how you can use Google trends. 


Head over to Trends.google.com 


Enter your niche topic 

Select the target country (Ex: Worldwide, India, United 
States, Australia) 

Select the year range (Ex: 5 years) 


32 | How To Pick A Profitable Blog Niche? 


And Google would show you how users’ interest has increased 
or decreased around that topic. 


@ podcasting 
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5. Is Your Niche Monetizable? 


Another important factor you should consider when finalizing 
a niche for building a profitable blog. This is not uncommon 
to find beginner bloggers creating a blog on things they are 
passionate about but struggle to monetize. 

The reason is that many high-traffic niches are hard to 
monetize. The reason is that there are not enough advertisers 
who would like to advertise in such niches. 

Google AdSense or Media.net is certainly the most common 
way of monetizing any niche, but as | shared in my how- 
to make money blogging webinar, there are higher levels of 
monetization that generate more revenue. 

There are a few ways to gauge the monetization 
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opportunities, and one of them is by analyzing the similar 
websites in that niche. This strategy is also known as 
competitor analysis. 

Analyze other blogs in a similar niche (broad or narrow), and 
see how they monetize their blog. 

A few things to pay attention to: 


Are they using only contextual ad networks like AdSense 
to monetize? 


Are they running any direct ads? If yes, which are all 
brands? 


Are their affiliate links on the website? 


Are they selling any products (Courses, eBooks, 
Merchandising)? 
Are they offering consultancy? 


This study will give you a head start and also idle for your blog 
business plan. 


34 | How To Pick A Profitable Blog Niche? 


5. Which Is The Best 
Blogging Platform? 


When searching for the right blogging platform to start your 
blog, you need to find one that — 


Lets you customize the look to match your personality. 
Lets you add your own logo. 
Lets you use a custom domain name. 


Lets your readers subscribe to blog updates. 
Lets you add Google AdSense codes so that you can make 
money. 


Offers social media sharing and subscription options. 


These are just some of the many factors that you can’t ignore. 
Many free blogging sites are available but don’t offer all the 
critical features that would let you drive traffic and make a 
significant income. This may not be of any significance when 
you are starting out, but as you fall in love with writing (which 
usually happens in 2-3 weeks’ time), you will end up asking this 
question to yourself: 

[Tweet “What else can | do with my blog?”] 

Many people mistake picking the wrong blogging site and 
later regret it. 


That’s why this guide will help you not make such mistakes. 


How to Choose the Best Blogging 
Platform? 


At this stage, it’s important for you to understand the must 
have features of the blogging platforms. Apart from something 
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which is easy to set up, requires no coding skills, it should be 
quicker to learn as well. 
Here are a few factors you should know: 


Design: The blogging platform should offer various design 
options you can easily use on your blog. Depending on the 
niche you are getting in, it should offer a design 
compatible with your requirement. Also, the 
customization of the design should be easy. 

Features extension: Every blog sites come with many in- 
built features. However, there should be an option to easily 
integrate 3rd party tools and scripts on your blog. Without 
these important features, your blog will get stuck at a later 
stage. 

Easy learning curve: The platform should be easy for 
anyone (despite of their age) to learn how to use the 
platform. 

Support: Where would go if you have a simple question 
about your platform? This is where the support comes into 
the picture. Some platforms (listed below) have a thriving 
community that is always willing to help newbies. 
Blogging from mobile: The platform should let your blog 
from mobile. As a lot of us like to write or blog when we 
are traveling. This may not be a big requirement for a 
business blog, but it’s still an important factor. Even if you 
are not planning to blog from mobile, you can do various 
activities like moderate blog comments, reply to 
comments, and upload pictures from the comfort of your 
mobile phone. 


What’s A Wrong Blogging Platform? 


Apart from the points listed above, one other important factor 
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is how often the platform is updated. Is it up-to-date with all 
the latest trends and technological advancements? 

For example, three years ago, having a mobile-friendly blog 
was not necessary. Fast forward 3 years and all blogs must 
be mobile-friendly, or we will lose a lot of traffic. But mobile- 
friendliness isn’t just for readers; it’s also for us... Let’s say you're 
traveling, and a good thought comes to mind. Now you can 
whip out your smartphone and blog about it! 

These are the kinds of scenarios you need to be thinking 
about when choosing your platform. 

So in this article, we're going to talk about the following: 


WordPress.org 
WordPress.com 


BlogSpot by Google 


ANN 


Medium.com 


There are a few other platforms like Weebly and Squarespace, 


which you might find listed on the web as the “best blogging 
platforms” but aren’t. These website-building platforms are 
good, but are not ideal for blogging. 

The best blogging platforms are the four listed above. 

Are you in a hurry? 

If you don’t want to read this whole article and just want 
to know which platform to use, then pick WordPress.org. It 
powers more than 37% of the websites in the world, which is 
proof of how popular this platform is. 

WordPress.org is, without question, the best. You can read 


this tutorial on how to install WordPress in the next 10 minutes. 


Yes! It’s that easy. 

But | recommend everyone keep reading this article as we 
will go into detail about why we should use these platforms. 
Think of this as buying a new phone and knowing all the 
features. It’s how we stay informed and make good decisions... 

Sound good? 
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Alrighty, let’s go ahead and look at what these popular 
blogging platforms offer and what they lack. 


Personal Guide To Selecting The Best 
Blogging Platform 


1. WordPress.org (Self-hosted WordPress 
platform) 


WordPress is a very popular platform for launching a blog. 
They offer two versions of their software: 


1. WordPress.org 
2. WordPress.com 


We'll talk about WordPress.com in a minute, but you need to 
know that WordPress.org is what many website owners 


worldwide use. 
[Tweet “More than 37% of the websites in the world are 


powered by #WordPress. Awesome! “] 
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Powerful Features 
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The reason why WordPress.org is so popular is that it easily 
gives you complete control of your website. 

Its open-source software and is updated every few months 
to give its users all the latest new features. 

They also have a mobile app that lets you blog from your 
mobile phone - you can upload images, write posts, and reply 
to comments. 

What | really like about this platform is the ease of 
use. Anyone can start a blog in literally minutes. 

For example, choose the starter package from Bluehost 
hosting and pick a domain name. (The first domain name is 
free). 

Bluehost will automatically install your blog, and then you 
can start blogging. Read this tutorial to learn how to install 
WordPress 

It’s also really convenient to write and customize your blog’s 


structure. They also offer apps for mobile, Mac, Windows, and 
Linux, which makes it easier for you to manage your blog. 
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Inspiration strikes any time, anywhere. 


GET WORDPRESS APPS FOR ANY SCREEN: 


Œ pesktop apps $ [] mosiLe apps 


@ 
a foe z 


And unlike many other platforms, since you create this blog on 


your own hosting server, you also become much more than a 
blogger. You are not just the plane’s pilot but also the plane’s 
owner. 


You own your blog. 


You don’t have to worry about some competitor falsely 
complaining to your blogging service and getting your blog 
deleted (these things happen). 

But you don’t need this platform if you are not looking to 
make your blog popular or make money from blogging (like 
through Google AdSense). You can get started on a free 
platform and move to this if/when ready. 

Design - 

WordPress lets you pick a design from thousands of themes, 
making it easier for you to get a professional design. For 
example, Astra theme comes in-built with a lot of pre-defined 
templates. You can also use the drag-and-drop customizer to 
customize the theme according to your need. 
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But, if you are serious about being a blogger, then 
WordPress.org is the platform you need. 


2. WordPress.com (Easier to use than 
WP.org but comes with limitations) 


As | mentioned above, WordPress offers two versions, 
and WordPress.com is the other one. 

If you are still hesitating about using WordPress.org, | 
recommend you go ahead and create your blog on 


WordPress.com. This allows you to use WordPress without 
spending a dime (WordPress.org is free to use, but you will still 
need to buy hosting and a domain). 


WordPress.com will help you get used to the WordPress 
platform. You will learn things like how to write a blog post, how 
to moderate comments, and how to manage the dashboard. 

WordPress.com is also useful when you are not sure about 
your domain name. 

Usually, when we get started, we use a name we think is 
useful, but then we realize how bad it is. For example, before 
picking ShoutMeLoud as the name for my blog, | used 
‘VirginTech’ as my blog name. What a silly name! 

We all make silly mistakes in the first few days of blogging, 
and such free platforms ensure that these mistakes don't affect 
our pockets. 

WordPress.com offers a free domain name such 
as yourname.WordPress.com, and if you want, you can also 
upgrade to a “real” domain name (custom domain name) 


like domain.com for a bit of money. 

There are more paid features available on WordPress.com, 
which increase its capabilities, but as | mentioned earlier, if you 
want to use “premium” features, it’s better and cheaper to go 
with WordPress.org. 
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If you want a really good comparison between 
WordPress.com and WordPress.org. 


WordPress.com Vs. WordPress.org: Which one should you 


use 


3. BlogSpot by Google (Free and a decent 
alternative to WordPress) 


Publish your passions, your way 


Create a unique and beautiful blog. It's easy and free 


For those who want to test the sweetness of 
blogging, BlogSpot is another great platform that you can use 
for free. This is a Google platform, and the architecture here is 
completely different from WordPress. 

But, in general, blogging on BlogSpot is easy and newbie- 
friendly. 

| started my first blog on BlogSpot 12 years ago. After using 
it for almost 2 months, | shifted to WordPress (.org)... And I’ve 
never looked back! 

If you look at the Google Trends chart, you can see how the 


popularity of BlogSpot has declined in the past 5 years. 
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BlogSpot offers a mobile app that lets you do all your mobile 
phone's publishing and management tasks. 
If you have an Android mobile, you can download the app 


from here and check it out yourself. 
One thing you will like about BlogSpot is that you can 
monetize your blog however you want (AdSense, Amazon 


Associates, sponsored posts, direct ads, etc.). 


| used to recommend BlogSpot to people, but despite its 
decent platform, it has fallen into disarray in recent years. If you 
want a free platform to launch your blog, you should look at 
WordPress.com or Medium.com. 
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4. Medium (Great for publishing, but less 
monetization option) 


Medium 


Interesting ideas that 
set your mind in 
motion. 


Hear directly from the people who know it best. From 
tech to politics to creativity and more — whatever your 
interest, we've got you covered. 


Learn more 


Today's top stories 


The Simple 10 Step Morning 404 pages from popular 
Routine That Changed 4 sites — Design Inspiration 


Medium is a fantastic blogging platform that is made for 
writing and reading. If your goal is just to write, and you care 
little about personalization, customization, and/or making 
money, then Medium.com is for you. 

Launched in 2012, the platform offers a minimalistic layout, 
and it’s really a treat to read and write on Medium. | usually 
reshape my content from ShoutMeLoud on Medium for extra 
traffic. 

As a free blogging platform, Medium.com is solid. They also 
have a mobile app that is just as intuitive as their web platform. 


Medium is great, but you can’t use it to make money. 

However, for entrepreneurs or business owners who are not 
interested in monetizing their blog and are just looking for a 
platform to simply write and be heard, Medium.com is a solid 
option. 
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Conclusion: Which Blogging Platform To 
Choose? 


Here are my recommendations — 


1. WordPress.org: This is the clear winner. It’s the most used 
in the world, regularly updated with new features, has a 
mobile app, and has no restrictions. 

2. WordPress.com: If you want to experience the power of 
WordPress but are hesitating on going all-in, choose 
WordPress.com. 

3. Medium: For a free platform that allows you to just write, 
Medium.com is the best choice. 

4. BlogSpot: If all else fails, choose BlogSpot. 


If you are still unsure and want to start writing, opt for 
WordPress.com. Eventually, you'll realize you need to be on 
WordPress.org and have a good foundation to build upon 
when you make the switch. 
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6. How To Choose A 
Great Domain Name 
For Your Blog? 


When choosing a domain name for your blog, you can choose 
a brandable domain or a keyword domain name. 

A generic brand name like ShoutMeLoud doesn’t mean 
anything specific; it can launch anything and do anything. 

However, let’s say you have a domain name such as 
BloggingInIndia.com. This name will restrict you from talking 
about blogging in India. A reader from outside India will not 
follow this blog because they will immediately recognize that 
this blog is only for Indian readers. 

Focusing is good, but the domain name should not be a 
roadblock if you want to expand your reach. 

For example, if Google started with a name like 
SearchEngine.com, it could not expand its brand beyond being 
an online search engine. 


Brandable names are always better than keyword- 
focused specific names when you want to build a 
valuable brand. 


However, keyword-based domain names are OK if you just 
want to build a small niche blog and work on it as a side project. 
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Is It Possible To Change Your Domain 
Name Later? 


You may think you can start with some name now and later 
change the brand and domain name if you want to change 
focus. But you cannot change your domain name later 
because the domain name has become your brand. 
Your backlinks, popularity, and search traffic are linked to your 
domain name. 

Very few people have successfully changed their domain 
names without getting hurt. 

SeoMoz.org changed to Moz.com successfully. But | wouldn't 
take a risk like that unless | have the branding, marketing, and 
SEO expertise the guys at Moz do. 

It is very important tostart a blog with a good domain 
name. Some bloggers who do not start with a good domain 
name always feel bad about their earlier choices. 

Some bloggers get stuck with bad domain names which are 
difficult to remember and are prone to type in mistakes when 
someone is looking for their site. 

For example, Yaro Stark is a well-known blogger, but his blog 
is built on the domain name Entrepreneurs-Journey.com. He 
has expressed several times during his private coaching 
program that he should have started with a better name. 


How much would you think it would be worth if he got 10% 
more branding, reach, and traffic with a better domain name? 

If his website is worth one million dollars today, 10% of it 
would be $100,000. This means that if he had the money to 
invest, he could buy a very good domain name for $100,000 
and still profit. 

Of course, everyone cannot predict the future success of a 
blogging project, and most of us do not have big money to 
start with. However, that doesn’t mean you can settle for a 
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mediocre domain name - especially if you are very serious 
about blogging. 
Another example is Darren Rowse from ProBlogger.net. It 


is a nice name, but he started losing a lot of traffic to the 
.com version. When people think about websites, they think 
about .com. He was losing so much traffic to the .com domain 
name that even without a proper website, the Alexa traffic rank 
of ProBlogger.com started going up dramatically! He had to 
purchase ProBlogger.com later just to protect his brand. 

So if you haven’t chosen a domain name yet, here are some 
tips to help you choose the right domain name for your blog. A 
good domain name will take you places and become a valuable 
brand of its own. 


How to Choose Domain name in 5 steps: 


1. Go for a.com... Always! 


lama big fan of .com names. Even after so many domain name 
extensions have launched recently, .com doesn’t seem to lose 
its value. 

Every time a company brands itself with a .com, the value of 
.com increases. 
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AirAsia rebranded themselves into AirAsia.com 


AirAsia did a rebranding of all of their airline graphics. Earlier 
it was just written as “AirAsia” on their flights, and it has now 
changed to “AirAsia.com”. 

Such branding activities increase the value of .com! 

Usually, many people prefer to go for a .net or .org if they 
don't find the .com version available. But in the long run, they 
will lose traffic to the .com version (like ProBlogger.net). 

People remember brand names more than the extensions 
and instinctively just type in brandname.com. 

If you don’t want to go for a premium domain name, you 
can also try your luck at LeanDomainSearch where you will find 


plenty of .com names available with different combinations of 
words. 

For example, if you start a blog about cars, you can find .com 
names with a prefix or suffix to the word ‘Car’. | just found out 
that the domain name CarSigma.com is available. Not a bad 
name for a blog about cars if someone wants to take it up... 
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2. Consider a premium .com domain name 


Now that | have convinced you should go with a .com, the next 
question that you probably have is: 

What can | do when all the good .com domain names are 
already taken? 

Yes, it is a fact that most of the good .com names are already 
taken, but that shouldn't prevent you from getting a good 
.com name. Many .com names are being resold. You can find 
good .com domain names from a premium domain name 
marketplace. 

Here's are some places where you can find a premium .com 
name: 


Sedo.com 
Afternic.com 
HugeDomains.com 
BuyDomains.com 


Such premium domain name marketplaces sell domain names 
from $50 to $100,000. | am not sure what you're looking for, but 
if you're planning on building a professional business, investing 
$1,000 in a high-quality domain name is not a bad idea. 


3. The domain should pass the “Phone 
Test”. 


[Tweet “The phone test is a simple test for gauging the value of 
a domain name.”] 

This is the most basic requirement for choosing a domain 
name. If a domain doesn’t pass the phone test, | would think 
twice before building a blog or a brand. 
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If | tell you my domain name on the phone, you should be 
able to type it out without asking me how to spell it. 

So if | say “Visit ShoutMeLoud.com” on the phone, you will 
likely be able to type it without asking me to spell it. The words 
Shout and Me Loud are common enough, and “com” is very 
clear. 

Whenever | invest money in domain names, | ensure they 
pass the phone test. Even if the domain name is 3 words, it’s 
OK, but it must pass this test. 


4. Avoid Copyright infringement! 


Before choosing a new domain, ensure you are not violating 
any existing brand copyright policies. For example, WordPress 
doesn't allow you to have a domain name with “WordPress” in 
it. If you do, get ready for an official letter. (Although they will 
let you use a name including “WP” instead of “WordPress” .) 


5. Avoid hyphens! 


If you are creating a niche blog and looking to grab a keyword- 
rich domain, it is best to avoid domain names with hyphens in 
them. 

Several years back, it was easy to rank with a hyphenated 
domain name, but this is no longer the case. If you were to look 
at the current ranking system, you would see clearly that it is 
better to look for alternative domains rather than using aname 
that includes a hyphen. 

Sometimes people suggest that you choose your domain 
name according to your blog’s niche. But this is not great 
advice for bloggers who are looking for domain names with 
words like “tech” and “blog” in them, for example: 
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Techtip, techblog, blogger tips, and so on. Thousands of 
blogs and websites are already on the Internet using similar 
names. For this reason, it is a better idea to choose a name that 
can become part of a distinctive brand for you in the future. 


Where To Register and Hold Your Domain 
Names 


If you have found a .com name available for registration, you 
can register the domain name via NameSilo or Namecheap. 


The first year of registration in these registrars is extremely 
cheap - mostly around $2-$12. 


Namesilo: $8 
GoDaddy: $71.98 
NameCheap: $10.69 


Transferring your domain names is possible after two months 
of registration. When you transfer your domain names to a new 
registrar, they will give you a one-year renewal for free, which is 
usually cheaper than their normal renewal charges. 

So go forth and find the best domain name you can! 
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7. How To Set up A 
Blog 


By now, we have discussed the possible reasons why others 
start a blog, and you can too. We also covered how to pick 
a profitable blogging niche, a good platform, and the best 
domain for the blog. 

Lets come to the most important chapter of this guide - 
setting up the blog. 

If you are ready, let’s get started. 


Step 1: Pick a WordPress Hosting Platform 


Now, let us build our blog on hosting. 

Web-hosting is where WordPress will be installed. This server 
stays online 24*7, and all your future blog images, your blog 
design, and everything will be stored on this server (hosting). 

That is how your website will be up and running 24*7. 

The good thing is that hostings are cheap. 


There are plenty of hosting service providers, but for your 
blog: 

Bluehost is the idlest choice as it offers everything you need 
to create a blog. Features like: 


Free SSL 

Unlimited bandwidth 

Unlimited storage 

Free domain name (Saving of $12/year) 
Easy to use cPanel. 

Live chat support 

30 days money back guarantee 
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And the best part, it only cost $2.95/month 
Here is how to buy it: 


- Head over to Bluehost.com 


- Click on Get started now 


The Best Web Hosting 


EREE Domain Name for Ist Year 
SSL Certificate Included 
k WordPress Install 


Support 


Starting at $499 
$2.95/month* 


Select the Basic plan if you want to start one blog or the Plus 
plan if you want to start more than one blog. 


choice plus 
bse ee 
normally-$799 normally $4999 normally $1499 


$2950 $4.95 $5.45 2, 


websites 1 unlimited unlimited 
website space 50 GB unmetered unmetered 
width unmetered unmetered unmetered 
performance Standard Standard Standard 
included domains 1 1 1 
5 unlimited unlimited 
25 unlimited unlimited 
5 unlimited unlimited 
email storage 100 MB per account unlimited unlimited 
marketing offers $200 included $200 included 
z m over $80/yr in extras 
1 SpamExperts 1 SpamExperts 


1 Domain Privacy 
N o 
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On the next page, you can claim your free domain name. You 
can click on Choose later if you are not ready with your domain 
name. 


( 


myfreedomainBH 


Type 


| noe | 


Carit decide yet? Choose your free domain name later! 
Comme Choose Lated 


On the next page, fill in your contact information. Pay special 


attention to package extras as you can skip a few things to save 
some money. 


package information 


Account Plan 


$C 


Hosting Price 
Primary Domain Registration Free ( 


Let's Encrypt SSL Free - terms 


package extras 


Domain Privacy Protection $0.99 per month 
More information 
SiteLock Security - Find $199 per month (Billed annually at $23.88/yr) 
More information 
Codeguard Basic $2.99 per month (Billed to end of hosting term) 


More information 
Bluehost SEO Tools Start $1.99 per month (Billed annually at $23.88/yr) 
More information 
Savings $181.44 (63% off) 
Total $118.08 


Apart from Domain Privacy Protection, uncheck everything. 
Under the payment information, you can pay via credit/debit 
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card, or if you want to pay via PayPal, you can click on More 
payment options. 


payment information 


: 
Credit Card Number >) mmmn 


Expiration Date o1 $) / (2019 ¢ 


Signature/CVV2 Code CA 


n. Example. 


Once you have made the payment, Bluehost will also create 
your blog in the next 10 minutes. This will be done 
automatically and saves a lot of hassles for beginners who just 
want a ready-made blog. 

Here is the cool part - 

Once you buy hosting + domain name, Bluehost will 
automatically install the WordPress software on your domain 
name. 

That means your blog is installed, and the cool stuff comes, 
which every beginner blogger enjoys. 


Step 2: Design your blog 


Blogging platform? Check! 

Blog niche? Check! 

Domain name? Check! 

“The first impression is the last impression”, that’s the 
mantra we follow for a blog. 

Blog designis the most important aspect of your blog 
because a good design will ensure that your visitors will love 
your blog. In fact, that is how your readers will remember your 
blog. Imagine your blog design as you with a nice outfit. 
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In WordPress, there is a concept called “WordPress themes”. 
These are ready-made designs that are available for many 
blogs. 

There are many Free and premium WordPress themes out 
there. | always recommend going for a premium theme 
because you will get all the support and starter guide, and 
moreover, you will have a quality design for your blog. 

Here are easy-to-use modern theme clubs that | recommend 
you start with. 


Perfect Theme For Any Website 


Stylish, Lightning Fast & Easily Customizable 


Astra theme: This is a lightweight theme that offers the 
template for all kinds of blogs. Once you install this theme, 
you can pick from the ready-made template, and your 
blog design will be ready within 30-45 minutes. This is a 
perfect companion for any new WordPress blog. You can 
read Astra review to learn everything about this versatile 
theme. 


There are many more premium WordPress theme clubs, but | 
recommend any of the above for a professional start. 


Step 3: Install WordPress plugins 
There are thousands of WordPress plugins out there. Below | 
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have mentioned only those plugins which you should install 
from day one. 
Read this tutorial to learn how to install a WordPress plugin. 


Here are plugins that you should have on your newly created 
WordPress blog: 


Yoast SEO 
ShortPixels 
Jetpack by WordPress.com 


You can find a list of the best WordPress plugins here. 


There are many more plugins, but the above will ensure that 
you have all the basic plugins installed on your blog. 

If you have followed all the steps until now, your blog is up 
and ready. 

Now comes the part which you should do over time, and that 
is adding new content. 


Step 4: Plan your content 


Before writing your first blog post, you should make a content 
plan. 

You can use excel or use a Trello board. Here is a free Trello 
content planning board that you could use. 


Content Planning Board - ShoutMeLoud @ Perso 
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This Trello board also comes with a checklist to help you write 
the perfect article. Click on more on the right sidebar and click 
on copy board. 
In the article ideas, write down all the content you could 
write. You can also create an outline of the content if you like. 
It’s a good idea to do this in one sitting, and next time, you 
can start writing your content (one at a time). 


Step 5: Publish your first Blog post 


Now, this is where the real fun begins, writing your first article. 

| will share some of the articles link below to get you started, 
but here are a few tips which will ensure you don’t make 
mistakes a newbie usually makes: 


When you are writing your content, imagine a person 

sitting next to you and talking to the person. Write in the 
first person because a single person is reading your blog. 
For example, you are reading this blog post alone. That is 


ajn 


why you might notice my tone is “I” and “You”. 

Your content should cover all the aspects of the topic you 
are writing about. Feel free to write 1000+ words. 

Do not copy images from Google. Rather use these sites to 


download free-to-use images. 


You can also embed videos from YouTube. 


If you want to skip the general crowd and level up your 
blogging game, read my guide on SEO copywriting. This will 


ensure whatever you will write will help you drive great traffic 
from search engines. 
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Step 6: Add important pages on your blog 


Here are some important pages you should have on your blog. 
You can add them over the course of the next few weeks... 


About page: Contains detail about your blog and you. 
Contact page: A page with a contact form. You can 
use free contact form 7 or the Jetpack contact form 


feature to create a contact form on WordPress. 

Media kit page: You don’t need it now, but you should 
know about it. This page is where you will write about your 
blog traffic and available advertising options. 

Privacy policy page 

Disclaimer page 

Disclosure page 

Terms and conditions 


Step 7: Drive traffic to your Blog 


So, you have covered everything, and your first blog post is live. 
Now, the next step is to drive traffic. 
Follow the steps mentioned here to help your blog be visible 


in Google searches. 
Now, there are many techniques that you can use to get 
traffic to your newly created blog. 


Step 12: Start Getting social 


Once you have established your blog, make your blog social so 
that your readers can join your community. 

You just need to get started, and no need to stress, as I’m 
here to guide you with the best resources. 
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To get social with your blog, you need a Facebook page, 
Instagram account, and Twitter account. 
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8. Things To do After 
Installing WordPress 


Once you install WordPress, you will get a stock installation 
with a few things like a dummy post, a dummy page, and a 
dummy comment. 

So the first thing to do... 


1. Delete Default Post, Page, and 
Comment 


© Jetpack 
All (1) | Published 
# Posts Bulk Actions + Apply All dates $ Filter 
©} Media Title 
IM Pages Sample Page 


Edit Quick Edit Trash View 


All Pages 


i Move this item to the Trash 
Add New Title 


® Comments Bulk Actions $ Apply 


Log in to your WordPress dashboard, go to Posts > All 
Posts, and delete the default “Hello world” post. 

Similarly, go to Pages > All Pages and delete the default 
“Sample Page”. 

And finally, click on “Comments” and delete the default 
comment. 
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2. Set Your Timezone 


a 
Site Title ShoutMeLoud - Shouters Who Inspire 
Tagline | Helping bloggers since 2008| 
In a few words, explain what this site is about. 
WordPress Address (URL) http://www. shoutmeloud.com 
Site Address (URL) http://www. shoutmeloud.com 
Enter the address here if you want your site homepage to be different from the dire, 
E-mail Address admin@shoutmeloud.com 
This address is used for admin purposes, like new user notification. 
Membership Anyone can register 
New User Default Role Contributor $ 
Timezone Kolkata $ UTC time is 2015-01-22 12:33:45 Le 


The next two settings are found in Settings > General. 

Make sure to set your timezone to your local time so that 
when you schedule posts, they will go live according to your 
time. 

Also note: 

When you installed WordPress, you added a “Site Title” & 
“Tagline”. You can change those anytime from this settings 
page. These two things are very important because this is 
what shows up in Google Search. 

You can also set your admin email address (where you'll 
receive all admin correspondence) from this settings page. 
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3. Enable/Disable User Registration 


`A 


Membership C] Anyone can register 


New User Default Role Subscriber ov 


You need to decide if you will have a multi-author blog (like 
ShoutMeLoud), or if you will be the sole author. 

If you are going to allow guest posting (like SML does), then 
be prepared to get a lot of soam registrations. However, you 
can fix that with the help of a plugin. 

To allow this, tick off the “Anyone can register” box and set 
the “New User Default Role” as “Contributor”. 

If you don’t want people to register, don’t tick the “Anyone 
can register” box. 


4. Set WordPress Discussion/Comments 
Settings 
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Discussion Settings 


Default article settings v. Attempt to notify any blogs linked to from the article 
rk v. Allow link notifications from other blogs (pingbacks and trackbacks) 
¥ Allow people to post comments on new articles 


(These settings may be overridden for individual articles.) 


Other comment settings ¥ Comment author must fill out name and e-mail 
Users must be registered and logged in to comment 


Automatically close comments on articles older than 14 days 


v| Enable threaded (nested) comments 5 $ levels deep 


[v] Break comments into pages with 50 top level comments per page and the last + i 


Comments should be displayed with the older $ comments at the top of each page 


E-mail me whenever ¥ Anyone posts a comment 


v. A comment is held for moderation 


Before a comment appears ¥ Comment must be manually approved 


v. Comment author must have a previously approved comment 


Now, go to Settings > Discussion. 
This can get confusing if you don’t know what to do here. But 
just follow the above screenshot, and you'll be good. 


- Must read: 6 Tools for Stopping Comment Spam in 


WordPress (+ Discussion Settings) 


5. Populate WordPress Ping List 


# Tools 


Update Services 
Settings 


fen you publish a new post, WordPress automatically notifies the following site update services. 
Separate multiple service URLs with line breaks. 


http://rpc. icerocket. com: 10080/ 
http: //blogsearch. google. com/ping/RPC2 
http://1478.net/api/ping 


Save Changes Se 
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By default, WordPress only pings one service. But you can 
notify many more services by extending the ping list. 

Go to Settings > Writing and add in more services to the 
ping list. 

You can get a big ping list over here: WordPress ping list. 


6. WordPress Media Settings 


This setting will greatly improve the way WordPress handles 
images. 

By default, WordPress creates multiple sizes for every 
uploaded image. This is not a good practice. This will load up 
your blog with unnecessary files and quickly become bloated. 

Go to Settings > Media, and use the below screenshot to 
configure the proper settings: 


Media Settings 


Image sizes 


The sizes listed below determine the maximum dimensions in pixels to use when adding an image to the Media Library. 


Thumbnail size Width 0 Height 0 


Crop thumbnail to exact dimensions (normally thumbnails are projjortional) 


Medium size Max Width 0 Max Height 0 


Large size Max Width 0 Max Height 0 


Uploading Files 


This will stop 


v| Organize my uploads into month- and year-based folders WordPress from 


Save Changes 


generating images 
of all different 
sizes 


| would also highly recommend that you add a plugin 
called ShortPixel, which compresses images as they're 
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uploaded. You can read all about WordPress image 


compression plugins here. 


7. Configure Google tag manager 


Overview Benefits eatures Compare Sign in to Tag Manager 


In the days to come, you will be installing many scripts like 
Google Analytics, Facebook pixels, and many others. Now, 
Google tag manager makes it easy to manage all these scripts 
(a.k.a tags) from a single dashboard. 

This makes the site management process easier, and you 
don't have to edit the theme to add any script in the future. 
Everything will be done from the GTM dashboard. Read 
everything about Google tag manager here. 


8. Add Google Analytics 


Google Analytics is a free program from Google that will let 
you know everything about your WordPress site traffic. This will 
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take 10-15 minutes to set up, but it’s one of the most important 
things everyone should do after installing WordPress. 

In this guide, | have shared How To Add Google Analytics To 
WordPress. 


9. Add Caching Plugin 


A Caching plugin helps in improving the load time of your 
WordPress site. Without a caching plugin, your server has to 
query the database whenever a visitor visits your page to fulfill 
the request. 

While a caching plugin helps in lowering down the load from 
the server and stores the repeated files in the cache. 

Here are the best caching plugins for WordPress — 


WP Rocket (Paid) 
WP Super Cache 
WP Fastest cache 
Litespeed cache (If you are using Litespeed web-server) 


10. Disable Directory Browsing 


For this setting, you will need to edit your WordPress 
.htaccess file. Don’t panic; it’s actually pretty easy. 


You can follow this guide to learn about editing your 


WordPress .htaccess file. 


Add this line of code to your .Ataccess file (at the bottom): 
Options All -Indexes 
This will disable directory browsing, which is a very important 
step for maintaining the security of your WordPress blog. 
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Tl. Set Up WordPress Permalinks 


k Default http://www. shoutmeloud. com/?p=123 
Day and name http://www. shoutmeloud.com/2015/01/22/sample-post/ 
Month and name http://www. shoutmeloud.com/2015/01/sample-post/ 
Numeric http://www. shoutmeloud.com/archives/123 
+ Post name http://www. shoutmeloud.com/sample-post/ 
Custom Structure http://www. shoutmeloud.com /XpostnameX/ 
The default WordPress permalink is 


— http://yourdomain.com/p=123. 

This permalink is short but not friendly for search engines. 

Go to Settings > Permalink and select “Post name”. 

Click “Save”. 

Now, when your URLs appear in search engines, some of the 
keywords will be visible. This will help you rank higher and get 
more traffic. 

Here is an example from SML: 


Affiliate Marketing eBook - How to Make Money Like a Pro 
www.shoutmeloud.com/downloads/affiliate-marketing-ebook + 

Affiliate marketing eBook is complete solution to get started liate marketing, 
and learn all the tricks to promote an affiliate product. 


What is Affiliate Marketing & How Does It Work? 
www.shoutmeloud.com/what-is-affiliate-marketing.htm! + 


Jun 8, 2015 - Learn about what affiliate marketing is’ it works, and common FAQ 
regarding ... Learn all about Affiliate marketing in one Buy from 


You've visited this page many times. Last visit: 7/30/15 


Tl essential settings after installing 
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WordPress 


Delete defaults. 

Set the time zone. 

Set user registration. 

Thread comments. 

Populate the WordPress ping list. 
Set WordPress media settings. 
Setup Google tag manager 

Add Google analytics 

Add Caching to WordPress 
Disable directory browsing. 


pw ONAN ANN 


5S 
a3 O 


Set up WordPress permalink structure. 


If you just installed WordPress, make sure that these 8 essential 
settings are properly configured. Anytime you install 
WordPress, you should make sure to do these 10 things before 
doing anything else. I'd recommend you bookmark this post 
so you can refer back every time you make a WordPress 
installation. 


Important Things To Do After Initial 
WordPress Setup 


Once you set up WordPress, it’s time to install plugins. 


Here are a couple of essential plugins (click here for a list of 


best WordPress plugins): 


Install and set up Yoast SEO 


Install and set up W3 Total Cache 
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9. How To Make Money 
Blogging? 


A few years back, blogging was just another hobby that some 
people did in addition to working full-time jobs. Today, 
blogging still functions that way, but a lot has changed. 

In recent times, blogging has become a profitable online 
profession, and people at large started a blog to get into this 
noble profession. 

Before we learn how to make money from blogging, let’s see 
the potential. 


How much money can you make from 
blogging? 


Like any profession (Doctor, Lawyer, financial advising), there 
are different levels of bloggers earning anywhere from 
$1000-$2 million a year. | make close to a million dollars a year 


with the help of blogging. 
BLOGGING INCOME GROWTH 


E SHOUT 
\ ME LOUD 


Fe Fe duty ly Oct arch h Ma Sept Oct Dec Jure 
2005 201 213 2014 2014 015 16 201 2016 2016 2016 2017 


The chart above is the income graph of ShoutMeLoud. In 2009, 
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| started earning a mere $434/month, and now this blog is 
earning more than $40,000/month. 


Note: | stopped publishing income reports from 2018 


How much money you can make depends solely on a few 
factors, such as: 


Which niche you are picking? 

How much time you are dedicating to learning and 
implementing? 

How much traffic you drive to your blog 

What digital marketing techniques do you implement? 


Various factors like consistency, your network, personal 
motivation, and goals also contribute a lot. 

However, niche and your digital marketing skills alone can 
help you move fast in the blogging field. 

You can browse other articles on ShoutMeLoud to learn more 
about mindset and motivation, but in this guide, we will purely 
focus on making money from the blog. 

Just to make things easier for you, | have answered many 
frequently asked questions related to blogging at the end of 
this guide. 


What are the ways bloggers make money 
(Various Income streams) 


There are various methods that you can use to monetize your 
blog. Depending upon your level of blogging and the blog, you 
could pick the method that matches your style. Check the end 
of this article to get the answers to many important questions 
bloggers, like you ask. 
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Ad Networks like AdSense, Ezoic 

Direct Advertisements 

Affiliate marketing 

Native Advertising 

Paid reviews/Sponsored posts 

Sell Digital products (eBooks, Blueprints) 
Launch an Online Course 

Offer Online consulting 


ooN ANN 


Offer Services based on your skills 


Apart from the traditional forms of advertising, you can work 
on other monetization tricks. Instead of just adding ads, work 
on adding value for your advertiser. 

Its better to have 1 high-paying ad than 4 low-paying ads. 


1. Ad networks: (Beginners) 


Ad networks are the simplest and most widely used method for 
monetizing a blog. 
The two most popular Ad networks are: 


Google AdSense (Offered by Google) 


Ezoic 
PropellerAds 


You need to have a blog to get approval on these ad networks. 
They automatically show ads based on the context of your 
article and user interest. Most new blogs use these methods 
to monetize as they generate recurring income. Since the ads 
shown are of high quality, they don’t affect the user experience. 

If your blog has less than 300 views/day, then other ad 
networks are listed here that you can use. However, your goal 


should be to get AdSense or Setupad approvalas soon as 
possible. 
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The below screenshot is from my AdSense account to give 
you a clear picture of earnings: 


44 Google AdSense 


E o Merete cents ama nten yo seson wan ett er inamana toe et te x tof mx 


Reportby > [Days = a : 


Products 


If you are using contextual advertisements and are not making 
enough that way, you should try moving todirect 
advertisements or affiliate advertisements. 


2. Affiliate Marketing: (Most profitable 
method): Intermediate + Advanced 


Affiliate advertisements are one of the best ways to make 
money since a single sale will make you a lot more money than 
a single click on a contextual ad. 

It’s something most bloggers are using these days and one 
of the most profitable avenues to make money from a blog. 

If you are new to it, read my beginner’s guide on what is 
affiliate marketing or join ShoutUniversity affiliate marketing 


course. 
In the below screenshot you can see affiliate income from 
one of the programs — 
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Statistics 


Time range: All time 


By date By source 


607,783 $1,109,764.84 


Visitors Signups Sales & Rebills Total Profit 


00 
so 
2s 
=== 


That is more than a million-dollar, and | have not spent even a 
single penny on paid ads. 
| have already covered affiliate marketing in depth: 


What Is Affiliate Marketing? 
How To Start affiliate marketing business 
How To Select The Right Affiliate Program 


And, of course, ShoutMeLoud's affiliate marketing eBook. 
Here are some of the popular Affiliate marketing 
marketplace that you could join: 


Amazon Affiliate program 
ShareASale 

PartnerStack 
ImpactRadius 

Awin 

Commission Junction 


AnRWN 2 


Another great thing about Affiliate marketing is, you can use 
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this technique on any blogging platform such as 
BlogSpot, Wix, Squarespace, Medium, or even LinkedIn. 
However, | prefer self-hosted WordPress, as it gives better 
advantages over other blogging platforms. 


All you need to do is, share your unique affiliate link of the 
product you are recommending, and when someone makes a 
purchase, you will earn a huge commission on the sale amount. 

Affiliate marketing is how many bloggers make millions of 
dollars every year from their blogs. 


3. Sell your own eBooks: (Intermediate) 


If you notice, the business model of top bloggers has to do with 
selling their own products, such as an eBook. 

You must pick a topic, compile an eBook, and put it on sale 
on your blog or on Amazon. Once you are used to this process, 
you can earn a decent amount of money by selling eBooks 
online. 

Moreover, having your own product to sell is the best thing 
you can do to generate passive income. 


You can compile your articles into a well-structured book and 


76 | How To Make Money Blogging? 


sell them on your blog or other platforms such as 
kdp.Amazon.com to earn money. This will also give you the 
credibility of becoming an author. 

| have created three such books and sold them on various 
platforms. Here at ShoutMeLoud, | use the EDD WordPress 
plugin to sell books; you can see an example listing here. 


ShoutMeLoud Store 


ShoutMeLoud Affiliate Marketing 
eBook 


$29.60 


“The only resource you will ever need to learn about Affiliate marketing” ~ 
Prabhot Rai Would you like to make money on auto-pilot? Forget about 
AdSense or display ads, I'm talking about money that requires you to work 
one time & enjoy the fruits of your labor for years. & 


BUYNOW DETAILS VIEW ALL+ 


One of my most popular books, “Affiliate marketing Book” is 
also being sold on Amazon, adding recurring income. 
You can use a freelancing network like Fiverr to get someone 


to design a book cover. 

You can also consider selling physical products on your blog 
using WooCommerce. 

Here are 3 guides that you can refer to learn more about 
launching your book: 


13 Useful Software’s Help You to Create Your First E-book 
The 7 Most Popular Platforms To Self-Publish Your Ebook & 


Make Money 


How To Make Money Blogging? | 77 


4. Native Advertising 


Get Your Wardrobe Ready Relax, We've Got Your 20 Beautiful Places to Visit What Does Toyota Do with Its 
For Summer at Macy's Summer CactionSorted Used Hybrid Batteries? 


5 a È 


15 Foods You Should Never Eat After Age 30 
' al 
3 y 


Native advertising has been one of the forefronts of making 


Paper Or Plastic — What’s The Greener Choice? 


money from blogging. Especially, news and jobs blogs can 
make a really high income with Native advertising. 

A few native advertising solutions are worth your time and 
effort of implementation. 


Taboola 
Outbrain (High-quality native ads) 


Mgid 
AdSense (AdSense also offers native ads) 


5. Launch online course : Advanced 


Can you convert your textbook into a video format? 
Can you add the checklist and downloadable templates? 
Can you create a l-2 hour video course? 


If your answer is yes, then this method is definitely for you. 
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Thanks to technology, launching an online course is easy for 
anyone, and if you are giving a unique course, your chances of 
reaching $1 million goals are really high. 

To sell your online course. Here is a screenshot 
of ShoutUniversity, where you can learn WordPress, Affiliate 
marketing, and AdSense by watching videos. 


instamojo 


Sales & Customers Export Sales v 
Search Sales by Payment ID or buyer email ID or Invoice ID 


Æ Dashboard 
For 

CO Payment Links 

Join ShoutUniversity - Learn Make money blogging A 
fÈ Products & Store 
</> API & Plugins In Duration For Payout Status 

All Time - Any Status - 
© App Store 


É Sales & Customers 


O rennt reot ED 78,91,187 95 


& Payouts 


Select All Expand All 
& Your Spends 


- Save 


THINKIFIC Q 


Welcome, Harsh! 
MANAGE LEARNING CONTENT 


ÉJ Feb 16,2017 - Jan6,2019 
DESIGN YOUR SITE 


MARKET & SELL $2,822.00 1941 2260 

REVENUE SIGNUPS ENROLLMENTS 
SUPPORT YOUR STUDENTS 

10 enrollment(s VIEW ALL 

SETTINGS Enrollments 

Name Course Date enrolled Completed 
HARSH'S ACCOUNT 

Rahul Biswas Affiliate Marketing December 24, 2018 5% 
{Ê GIVE A MONTH FREE 

Harshal Gupta Google AdSense Mastery... December 22,2018 58% 

Joseph Ward Affiliate Marketing November 28, 2018 94% 
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You can use platforms like: 


WooCommerce + LearnDash (WordPress) 


New Kajabi 
Teachable 


To create and sell your online course. 


6. Direct Advertisements (Intermediate) 


There’s no question that AdSense is the best advertisement 
program for bloggers, but it has some limitations. The biggest 
limitation is the amount you get paid per click. 

If you can grab direct advertisements, replace those AdSense 
units with direct ads instead. 

The best way to get started with the direct advertisement is 
by trying different networks and adding a page on your blog 
called “Media-kit or Advertise with us” to get new deals. 

You can also use a plugin like WPAdvancedAds to manage 
the ads. 

The best way to do it is to create a professional email 


address like hello@domain.com using Google apps. 

(Optional) Then use HubSpot free CRM to set up the process. 
The below workflow is what | use here at ShoutMeLoud to 
handle such inquiries. 
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If the lead is already a Get dh 
previous customer EPPS er on 


manager 
Qualified lead 


Contacted 


Negotiation 


Contract Sent 


Unqualified 
Lead 


Not approved by 
manager 


Junk Lead 


Project 
Completed 


Closed Won 
Closed Lost 


You can set this up on Hubspot free CRM, and this will improve 
your workflow in a great way. 


Here are a few articles to check out: 


5 Best Tips To Find Direct Advertisements For Your Blog 
What Advertisers Look For In A Blog 


7. Sponsored Reviews (All levels) 


Paid reviews are a great way to boost your monthly income. 
You can quickly make $10 or more from a small review post. 
| personally make a minimum of $1200 from every review at 
ShoutMeLoud. 


When doing paid reviews, there are a few things that you 
need to take care of: 


Paid Review: Good, Bad or Ugly 
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Should You Do A Paid Review Or A Free Review? 


7. Run campaign for brands: (Intermediate 
and advanced) 


This one is perfect for any blog with an established audience 
base. You could help brands reach the target audience by 
running the campaign for them. For this, you will be doing 
a brand collaboration, running webinars, even paid Ads, or 
making videos. 

You will see an increased number of blogs doing it with 
various brands. Keep an eye on this type as it’s already 
becoming one of the hottest ways to monetize a blog. 


9. Services 


Based on your skills, you can offer various services. Depending 
on what you are good at, you can offer content writing, logo 
creation, SEO, etc. 

In the past, | used to offer WordPress, SEO, and hosting- 
related services. Offering services helo you make money and 
give you more use cases that help you hone your skills. | had 
a time when | was earning more than $2000/month only by 
offering services. 

In fact, launching your own services is pretty easy. All you 
need to do Is create a page on your blog and list the services 
that you are offering. Make sure to place the link of that page in 
your blog navbar and prominent space for maximum visibility. 

Make it easier for your audience to contact you and inquire 
more about your services. As you deal with your first 2-to 3 
clients, you will have ample ideas to improve the sales process 
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of your services. In fact, you will be able to automate some of 
the things like payment and follow-up. 


Can you blog about your life and make 
money from blogging? 


This is another growing form of blogging where many people 
talk about their day-to-day life and create a community around 
them. You may have seen many of them on YouTube as Video 
bloggers, and you can do the same on the blog or even on 
YouTube. 

Some of the popular topic for this kind of blogging is: 


Lifestyle 
Fashion 

Travel 
Motivation 
Entertainment 


The key here is to keep it entertaining, add value and create 
a community around your brand. Depending upon your style 
and consistency, you could mint a lot of money with this 
strategy. 

Many beginners also ask, should | focus on blogging or 
vBlogging? 

Well, it’s a good idea to have a mix of both. Producing video 
content (Recording, editing, and publishing) is time and 
money intensive, whereas creating text content takes lesser 
time. Having a good blend of both techniques will help you to 
grow faster and start significant earnings sooner. 

Gone are the days when we bloggers only depended on 
AdSense to make money from blogging. Now we have many 
more ad networks and monetization methods available which 
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we can increase the income potential from a blog to a great 
extent. 

If you have been using these traditional methods of making 
money from your blog, it’s time to revise your blogging 
business plan. Make some new tweaks, change the design, and 
optimize the marketing aspects of your blog. 

There are many ways you can make money from blogging, 
but | recommend not overwhelming yourself and instead 
implementing them one by one. 
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10. Best Ad Networks 
For New Bloggers 


AdSense is a great ad platform because of the quality of its ads, 
but the problem is getting AdSense approval. Even though 
the “6-month-old domain” requirement is a myth, not 
everybody is as lucky as this guy to get instant AdSense 
approval. 

Unique content is not the only factor for AdSense approval. 
There are many other factors AdSense wants to see before 
giving your site the thumbs up. 

Small blogs usually cannot get AdSense approval, so | have 
found several other good ad networks for new bloggers. 

At the same time, there are many ad networks in the 
industry. But not all of these ad networks are good. They may 
cheat bloggers by refusing to pay even when the minimum 
payout is reached. 

But here are 3 trustworthy and reliable ad networks that you 
can use right now to monetize your blog — 
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1. PropellerAds 


XL Propeller. i my Comperyv Bg 
7 


Built for 
Performance 


performance-driven advertising 


Automated Ad Optimization Fraud Prevention Self-Serve Platform 
Boost productivity by cutting manual Feel secure with fraud prevention Explore the immensely powerful and easy- 
Processes - auto optimize your ad technology, based on analysis of 25M+ touse Self-Serve Platform - rapid 
campaigns. The Al system fine-tunes the conversions monthly. We work only with ‘onboarding, simplified ad creator, and 
settings to ensure you get the number of the legit traffic suppliers to let you enjoy real-time, in-depth reporting to monitor 
conversions you aim for. high quality traffic! your success. 


PropellerAds is an advertising network ideal for beginner or 
intermediate traffic owners. 

You don’t need any technical skills to place ads on your 
website. After signing up and verifying your site, all you need to 
do is: 


Get an ad tag with a few clicks. 

Place it on your website. See the instructions. 
You can get up to $8 — $10 for 1000 views. 
Minimum payout is $5. 


If you don’t want to spend time analyzing data to find the best 
formats, use PropellerAds Multi tag. It’ll automatically display 
the most profitable adverts to your audience. 
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Pros of PropellerAds: 


AdBlock bypass 

Fast activation 

Clean ads 

It can be used with other monetization platforms 
24/7 Support 


Cons of PropellerAds: 
They don’t work with Adult traffic. 


Getting started with Propellerads is easy & they pay using 
Payoneer, Webmoney & other methods. Try different ad 
formats, and you can be sure to get the best CPM rates in the 
industry. 

Sign up for Propellerads 


2. PopAds 


C) PopAd 5. | Welcome Back, Harsh Agrawal 


Publisher's Panel @ PopAds Publisher Dashboard 


Current Balance: Total Payout: Active Websites: 


Your Overview: 


1.0 
Advertiser's Panel 


PopAds is a premium pop ad network. 
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This is a good ad network for small publishers because they 
have no minimum traffic requirements. 

They started in 2010 & promise to offer 100% fill rates. They 
allow all types of blogs, including illegal ones, porn sites, and 
other “adult” related content. Once you signup, do set up the 
auto-withdrawal option. You will get paid automatically once 
you reach the minimum payout threshold. 


ae Auto Withdraw Settings 


The Auto Withdrawal Set s page gives you an option to make our system automatically request withdrawals on your 


behalf. If you want to ist once, you can use the Withdraw button on the previous 


In order to enable automatic Wire withdrawal, you need to create a Wire Profile first. 


Select your pref auto withdrawal method (select None 
Method: Bank Transfer (Payoneer) 
to disable the fe: 


Balance which triggers automatic withdrawal 
Threshold ($): 20 


Select amount of automatically withdrawn money. 
Amount: 


” Select frequency of balance 
Frequency: Daily 


Approval is instant. 
Pros of PopAds: 


High CPM rates when compared to other networks 
No minimum traffic requirements 
Minimum payout is $5 


ANUN 


Auto money withdrawal 


Cons of PopAds: 


1. The only available payment mode is PayPal, Payoneer 


Check out PopAds 
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3. Revenue Hits 


SELECT PLACEMENT TYPE 


Revenue Hits is very different when compared to the other ad 
networks on this list. 

Revenue Hits won't pay you anythingfor clicks or 
impressions. They only pay when aclick is turned into 
action. For example, if advertisers need user information, they 
advertise using Revenue Hits. 

Publishers place the ad code on their blog. When a visitor 
clicks the ad and gives his/her name and email to the 
advertiser, the publisher (you) will get paid. 


They pay $10-$50 per action 
The minimum payout is $50 
They pay via Paypal, Payoneer & bank transfer 


| have seen many publishers making between $10- $100 per 
day using this ad network. 
| personally love Revenue Hits. This is a great ad network for 


small publishers with no minimum traffic requirements. 
Pros of Revenue Hits: 


1. Very high CPA rates 
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2. Good minimum payout when compared to other ad 
networks like AdSense 

3. Good support 
Instant activation (Yup!) 


Cons of Revenue Hits: 


1. The ad format. They don’t use CPC or CPM methods. They 
only pay for actions. 


Create an account on Revenue hits 


It’s good to have a collection of advertisement networks for 
entry-level bloggers. 

They might not beas popular as other premium ad 
networks such as AdSense, Setupad, or any other, but they 
ensure that new bloggers can taste the joy of earning an 
online income. 
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11. 100+ Blogging Tools 
For Your Journey 


This is an epic list of blogging tools to which you can refer (hint: 
bookmark it!), and find new tools to enhance your blogging 
experience as well as the experience of your readers! 

This epic list of blogging tools consists of resources for all 
bloggers, whether professional, part-time or personal. | have 
structured them into various sections, allowing you to evaluate 
and choose the right tool for the right purpose. 

Though the list of available tools is long, every tool is useful in 
its own way. | also offer a one-line comment for each tool as a 
quick but helpful reference. 

| have personally used at least 75% of the tools mentioned 
below, and the remaining 25% are suggested by bloggers 
whose opinions | read and trust. 


Al Writing tools: 


Jasper.ai: The most user friendly artificial writing tool that 
can help you write content, blog title, emails, and 
marketing materials. Think of this as your personal writing 
assistant. If you have never used it, then you have no idea 
on what you are missing on. 

Rytr: Rytr is a freemium artificial writing assistant tool. It 
offers a generous free plan for you to try out the power of 
artificial intelligence. 


Desktop blog editors 
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Hemingway Editor: A great desktop writing tool that will 


enhance your writing. Get an instant reading level grade 
and word count. Available for Windows and Mac. 

Frase: A web-based writing tool integrated with 
WordPress, medium, and a few other platforms. It uses Al 
technology to help you improve your content. 

Evernote: | use this to take quick notes on my iPhone, and 
its available via cloud syncing. 


Content idea generation tools 


BuzzSumo: Enter a website or a topic to find the most 
shared and engaging content. 

Quora: Search for your keywords in a search box of Quora, 
and you will get unlimited ideas for your blog content. 
Blog topic generator: Enter your keyword, and it will give 


you post ideas. 
Google Trends: Check the currently trending topics or find 
the search trend for any keyword of your choice. 


Blog post title tool 


EMV tool: Checks the emotional marketing value of a title. 
The higher the EMV score is, the better it will perform on 
social media channels. 

Headline Analyzer: This is the best tool in this lot. 


Regardless of what you know or don’t know about 
blogging, you will be churning out the best titles for your 
blog posts. 

TweakBiz title generator: A comprehensive title generator 


by TweakBiz. 
Potent idea generator: Call it a content idea generator or a 
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title generator — it functions as both. 


Proof-reading tool 


Grammarly: Saviour for a non-native English speaker like 
me. Helps with proofreading, suggests words, is a great 
companion. 

ProWriting Aid: Another popular grammar and spell 
checker tool. Supports multiple platforms. 

Hemingway App: Free web-based tool to improve your 
writing. I’m sure you will end up bookmarking this one. 


Stock images for blogs 


Flickr Advanced search: Use Flickr Advance search to find 
images with a creative commons license. 

Google image search: Use images with an appropriate 
license that you can use on your blog. 

Pixabay: Another great site where you can download high- 
quality images. You don’t have to give credit links. 


Blog reading & content discovery tool 


Feedly: Subscribe to any blog feeds or search for your 
interested topic to discover new blogs to subscribe to. 
Pocket: A “read it later” app is also productive. Integrated 
into all the reading apps mentioned previously and lets 
you save articles for later reading. 


Desktop Image/video recording + editing 
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tools 


Camtasia: Available for both Windows and Mac OS and let 
you record screencasts. Offers a one-month free trial. 
Loom: A brand new tool that also offers desktop recording. 


You can use it to record a screencast with your face ina 
bubble. 

Snag it: Image capturing and editing tool for Mac and 
Windows OS. One of the best and highly recommended 
for bloggers. 

Image Optim: Mac Image compressor tool optimizes your 
images for the web. 

MPEG Streamclip: A powerful desktop video 


converter software for Windows and Mac. You can use it to 
convert, cut, trim and join videos. | usually use it to convert 
my video format to reduce the size of the video. 

Audacity: A sound recorder tool for every major desktop 
OS. Useful for podcasters, as you can record and then edit 
your recordings. 

TubeBuday: If you are a Youtube publisher or video 
blogger, you should get Tubebuddy. This one tool can 
double your Youtube channel traffic & make it easier to 
manage your Youtube channel. Highly recommended for 
YouTube publishers. 


Visitor stats and analytics tool 


Google Analytics: The best solution for viewing advanced 


details about your blog traffic. Also shows the live traffic 
status of your blog. 

Jetpack plugin: Offers a “WordPress.com stats” module, 
which allows you to see traffic details from your 
WordPress dashboard. 
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Outsourcing websites 


Fiverr: Outsource things like YouTube video intros or buy 
social media likes & much more for only $5. 

Freelancer: Great place to hire virtual assistants or 
freelancers to get a job done. 

99designs: Crowd-sourcing websites for your web design 
needs. Cheap but high quality. 


Productivity tools: Take control of your 
time 


Headspace: Tired of blogging constantly? Use Headspace 
and meditate for 5 minutes. You will thank me later! 
ToDoist: Manage your to-do list with To-Doits. Available on 
all platforms and stores data in the cloud. 

Trello: A card-based task management tool. | have used it 


in the past but have now shifted to Wunderlist. Still, 
Trello serves a different purpose and is very popular. 
Selfcontrol: App for Mac that lets you block access to 
certain sites. Try blocking Facebook, and notice how your 
productivity increases! 


Keyword Research Tools 


SEMRUSH: Atypical keyword tool that allows you to find 
keywords for which a given website ranks. Use it to find 
long-tail keywords which are easy to rank for. 
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SEO Tools 


Google Search console: Free tool from Google shows 


various data such as links to your website, duplicate 
content, and keyword ranking. 


Bing Webmaster Tool: Similar to Google Webmaster Tool, 
but for Bing search engine. 

Integrity: Desktop tool for Mac that checks your blog for 
broken links (internal and external). 

ScreamingFrog: The Desktop SEO tool lets you check your 
blog from the web-spiders point of view. Available for 
Windows, Ubuntu, and Mac OS. 

SiteBulb: Another great desktop-based site crawling and 
auditing tool. | have discovered this recently and love it. 
KWfinder: | discovered this tool while doing research for 
this post. Guess what? | have fallen in love with it. | will 
share a detailed review soon, but for now, you should 
bookmark and try it. The free plan lets you do 5 searches 
in 24 hours, which is pretty neat. 


Social Media Tools 


SocialPilot: New kid on the block of social media tools, but 
| love it as they offer an iOS app (and an Android app too). 
Tailwind: Perfect for Instagram and Pinterest scheduling. 
ClickToTweet: Create a single link to tweet. You can use it 
within your blog post to increase your number of tweets. 


Images for social media tool 


Stencil: Create beautiful images and download or 
share them directly to your social media channels. Easy to 
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use and requires zero experience. 

Canva: The most talked-about social media image tool. 
Offers images of various sizes based on specific social 
media platforms. 

PicMonkey: Online photo editing and photo design tool. 
Also lets you create photo collages. 

Pictochart: Infographics are the most shared content type 
on social media, and Pictochart is the best free 
Infographic tool available right now. 

QuotesCover: Create visually appealing quote images. 
Pablo: This free web app is by Buffer. Let’s add text over 
images and share It on social media sites with a single 
click. 

Vid to gif: .gif images increase CTR, and sites like Facebook 
and Twitter support .gif images. Use this tool to create a 
.gif from any online video. 


Blog Monetization 


Google AdSense: The best contextual advertising network. 


It’s easy to Manage and pays on time. 

Setupad: An ad network. High-quality ads are just like 
AdSense. 

Properllerads: A good alternative to Google AdSense with 


a lower minimum payout. 


Affiliate marketplace for affiliate bloggers 


ShareASale: Another popular affiliate marketplace with 
many affiliate programs from which to choose. 

Impact Radius: Gaining traction lately as many popular 
companies like MaxCDN and Media Temple use IR to run 
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their affiliate programs. 
Commission Junction: One of the oldest & reliable affiliate 
marketplace to find great affiliate offers. You can also get 


paid via Payoneer. 


Email marketing tools for bloggers 


ConvertKkit: Best email marketing software for bloggers 
offering email automation, personalization, and pre-built 
templates for sending beautiful email newsletters. 
Aweber: Another popular tool among bloggers & internet 
marketers. Offers Webinars support & 30 day free trial 
without the credit card. 


Landing page tool for WordPress 


LeadPages: One of the most trusted landing page tools for 
WordPress or any other blogging platform. 


Web-hosting resource for bloggers 


Bluehost : Recommended as the #1 hosting service by the 
official WordPress.org hosting resource page. Cheap and 
affordable shared hosting with one free domain name. 
Cloudways: Do you want to host your WordPress site in the 
Cloud (Amazon or Digital Ocean)? Look no further than 
Cloudways. Makes it easier for non-technical users to host 
their websites in the cloud. 

FileZilla: Desktop FTP tool, which is available for every 
desktop OS. 
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Blog promotion tools 


Flipboard: Create your own magazines and curate articles 
from the web or your website. Your creation combined 
with Flipboard can drive targeted traffic. You can use their 
bookmarklet to add content to your magazine or use their 
mobile app. 

MakeWebvideo: Use whiteboard-style videos for your blog 
intro or for any topic. See an example here. 


Wisestamp: Add visually appealing signatures after your 
email. Use Wisestamp RSS addon and show your latest 
blog post in every email. A clever technique to market your 
latest post. | use it to gain subscribers to my social 
channels. This is an add-on for browsers. 


Other miscellaneous blogging tools 


PushEngage: Enables web-push notifications for your 
blog. A new and innovative way to let users subscribe to 
your blog updates. 

Google apps: Create a domain-specific email. Powered by 
Google & you will get access to all Google products. Also 
helps in getting AdSense approval fast with domain- 
specific email addresses. 

Speechpad: Offers transcription services for audio or video. 
GtMetrix: Check your desktop & mobile site’s loading 
speed. It also suggests how to improve loading time. 
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12. How To Become A 
Pro-Blogger 


The only reason | started blogging was that it was fun and 
something | enjoyed doing. Perhaps you are also one of those 
budding bloggers blogging for the passion, or maybe you are 
trying your luck to earn money or make a name for yourself 
or your brand. Whatever your reason is for blogging, what’s 
important is how well you are doing. 

If you are spending two hours a day on your blog and the 
results are not up to the mark, it’s time for you to re-think 
your strategy. When blogging, it is important to always learn 
something new and share it with others for whom it is new 
information. This article will give practical insights and 
motivate you to leave your amateur seat and blog like a 
professional blogger. So let’s see what you can do to blog like a 
professional blogger! 


Why should you blog like a professional 
blogger? 


One thing we should always remember while doing anything 
is to make the most of it - do it to the best of our ability. 

If you are just one out of millions of mediocre bloggers, it’s 
time for you to take action and move forward. In this post, I’m 
sharing tips that | have learned in my 10-year blogging tenure, 
and if you follow these tips, in the next 30 days, you will become 
a better blogger than you are today. 
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1. Confidence 


First, remember that people are unlikely to take advice from a 
non-confident person. If you are sharing information without 
confidence, nobody will believe it. Always remember that you 
can build credibility by not losing it. 

Consider the qualities that give you trust in a person. When 
it comes to blogging, your physical presence is not a factor. It 
is your words that matter most. The question is-how can you 
become (and give the impression of) a confident blogger? 


1. Your posts and writing style: Your ability to communicate 
in writing is the biggest factor as a blogger. When | am 
writing a blog post, | imagine my reader sitting on an 
empty chair in front of me, and having a conversation. You 
will likely leave a footprint if your blogging has a 
conversational tone. Notice the number of times | use the 
word “you” in this article. That is because this article is for 
you and you only. It is written for just one person, the 
person reading this article-you! Another way to improve 


ijs 


your blogging style is to use “I” instead of “we.” Sometimes 
writers who continually use the word “we” show us they 
avoid taking responsibility for their work. Why do you need 
to use “we” if it’s a one-man show blog? 

2. Your blog design: l'm sure you must have been toa 
restaurant where your impression of the waiter was 
created by what he was wearing. I’m more likely to tip a 
waiter in a uniform than one who is not. When you are 
working online, it’s your design that is the suit, and you 
are the waiter. If your blog design is unpleasant and 
doesn't leave a good impression, you will not likely get a 
tip, i.e., turning the one-time visitor into a subscriber. So 
get rid of all mumbo-jumbo from your blog, and have a 
neat and professional-looking design that reflects your 
personality and that of your blog. Remember, your blog 
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design is the first point of content, and a first impression 
lasts forever. 

3. Come out of the closet: How many popular bloggers 
do you know of? If you know even two or three of 
them, ask yourself why and how you know them? It’s 
because they didn't hide in the closet like you are! 

These successful bloggers have given a face to their brand 
along with their name, and you can clearly see that on 
their blogs. Isn’t it easier to connect to a person rather 
than a brand? It’s time for you to make some changes to 
your blog and introduce us to the person behind that 
awesome blog! Add an author box, add a few details about 
you on your blog’s “About” page, and add your profile to 
the blog’s sidebar. Add a quality photo and an intriguing 
bio. Tell us about yourself in a way that allows people to 
relate to and connect with you. 

4. Be honest, and don’t doubt yourself: “Honesty is the best 
policy” is a “life rule” that we all learned in kindergarten, 
but with time we all learn that it is difficult to live by that 
rule. How many times in a day do you lie about little 
things? When | asked myself this question, | realized that | 
sometimes lie unintentionally in small and seemingly 
inconsequential ways. We lie because we want others to 
be happy, or we don’t want to hurt them. But lying always 
has a consequence. For instance, when we lie to please 
people, we turn ourselves into people-pleasers. Take this 
as a challenge and try to be completely honest for the 
next seven days. Be honest in your offline and online life, 
and let me know how this changes your life. 


| started this experiment myself, and within seven days, | felt 
the difference. | have been doing this for a month, and apart 
from two or three instances when | lied, my life has improved 
significantly. As a bonus, being careful not to lie taught me how 
to say “no,” and my confidence level has increased. Once you do 
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this, it will also positively impact your writing and your online 
presence. 


2. Become an Authority in your niche 


No matter how much you know about a subject, your opinion 
is not respected until you have established yourself as an 
authority and your blog as an authoritative blog. 

The question is-how can you become an authoritative 
blogger? 

If you make the changes suggested above (leading to 
increased confidence), you are more likely to become an 
authoritative blogger. 

Now it’s time to leverage the power of social media and 
establish yourself as an authoritative person in your niche. Let’s 
start by updating your social media profile details, thus 
improving your social media presence. Ensure that your social 
media profile is like your resume and reflects your personality. 
Use the same profile image everywhere (Twitter, Instagram, 
Quora, Facebook, Gravatar, etc.) to stand out and make it easier 
for people to remember you. 

Always share your opinion on the hot topics in your niche or 
trends around the globe. Your opinion may not be as valuable 
as an industry expert’s, but it will still be more valuable than the 
opinions of many people who follow you. 


3. Put others before you 


One of the most common attributes of a successful person is 
giving credit to people for their work. A superficial person will 
neither talk about the outstanding work that others have done 
nor share it with others. If you are one of those people who 
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dislike paying tribute to others for their work, you need to look 
at it and work to change it. 

Honouring 

those who deserve it is another expression of self-confidence 
and asign of professional respect. 


4. Don’t just create quick connections -— 
get into their inner circle 


You must have heard that networking is the key to 
success and that building a powerful network of people 
around you is important. This is one of the most important 
things you can do in every aspect of your life, online or offline. 

When networking, gaining respect and working to become 
a part of someone's inner circle makes a substantial difference 
in your connections. Some of you may have read a lot 
about successful people, and you may even have some in your 
social media network, but you are not a part of their inner 
circle. 

You are just among thousands of people they have 
“befriended” on Facebook or met at a blogging event. Your 
goal should be to establish yourself as part of their inner circle 
and become an important connection in their arena. This will 
only happen when you put some time and energy into working 
on building a meaningful connection. 


5. Smart work rather than hard work 


No matter what niche you are working in, smart work takes 
you forward. Hard work is important, but working smart is even 
more important. 

If you spend two hours every day writing blog posts and 
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not working to promote your work, you will be in the same 
situation a year or two later as you are today. Maybe your blog 
will grow to some extent, and you may get more traffic and 
earn a little more money, but you will be behind the crowd 
moving forward at a steady pace and will never be everything 
you can be in this area. 

Some people have only recently started working online and 
are already making millions of dollars because of their smart 
work and great ideas. Without a good idea, no amount of work 
will pay off optimally. 

About working smart, | suggest you start by choosing the 
right set of blogging tools and work on time management to 
become more productive. Maintain a good balance between 
your social and personal life because if you want to succeed, 
you must be happy. It will only happen when you are satisfied 
with your life in 360 degree (in all aspects of your life). 


6. Value your time and have a team 


If you are a regular reader of ShoutMeLoud, I’m sure you must 
have heard me saying, “Time is money”, and | will keep 
repeating it until you email me and tell me, “Yes, Harsh, | have 
learned that time is money!”. 

You may have 30-40 great ideas, but implementing these 
ideas alone takes a lot of time and effort. If you have a team of 
people who work, you are more likely to turn your good ideas 
into reality. 

You need to upgrade your role from blogger to infopreneur/ 
solopreneur. This will only happen if you have a team and start 
delegating work to others. 

Perhaps the most important take-away from this article is 
this: Leave the conventional way of working and work like 
an “Internetpreneur”. When you work online, you are limitless 
and can achieve anything you want. 


How To Become A Pro-Blogger | 105 


106 | How To Become A Pro-Blogger 


13. Where To Share 
Blog Posts After 
Publishing? 


As bloggers, we work day and night to write quality content, 
and then wait for people to come and read our content. An 
easy way to get traffic is by making your content search engine 
friendly, thus allowing people to find your content organically. 

Unfortunately, it doesn’t always happen this way, and 
sometimes, as excellent as your content is, it does not rank 
higher in the search engine searches. Indeed, sometimes our 
best content goes unnoticed. 

This is yet another reason it is always a good idea to manually 
promote your posts by sharing them on various social 
networking sites, and by bookmarking them on social 
bookmarking sites. 

Doing so lets people know that there is an awesome piece of 
content out there for them to enjoy. 

If you sit and wait for the traffic to come to your newly 
published blog post automatically, you are making a huge 
mistake. You must actively go out and tell people that there is 
a new blog post on your blog. 

Make sure you submit these “alerts” to sites where your 
target audiences are. Don’t just share all your posts on your 
Facebook wall because there, you will mostly reach your 
friends and family connections, and they are certainly not the 
only people who will be interested in what you are writing 
about. Reach out to a larger population of potentially 
interested readers! 

Let me explain this idea of self-promotion with a simple 
calculation: 
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You publish and submit or share a new post to 50 social 
bookmarking/networking sites. 

Every site sends you one visitor or 50 in total. 

If your content is shareable and has quality content, 
people will share it. Let’s assume that 20 of those 50 
people share it on their social networking sites, which 
sends two visits for every share. 

Total traffic: (50*1) + (20*2) = 90 visits, and from there the 
process will continue. 


| have assumed a minimum number of people and “shares” in 
my example, and of course, these numbers will vary according 
to other factors, including the quality of your post. 

The idea behind this example is to illustrate why you should 
promote your blog posts after publishing them. If you have 
worked on building a quality social media profile and social 
bookmarking profile, your shared content will drive great 
results in terms of increased traffic. 


Must read: Exclusive list of websites to submit your blog to 


only once 
6 quintessential things to do before publishing your blog 


post 


Let’s move on to a list of places where you can promote your 
blog post with good results. The suggestions mentioned below 
will work for any niche. 


10 Places To share your blog post after 
publishing 


Before | share the list of places to share the blog post, there is 
something important | want you to know. 
Its essential that you set up a process or a checklist. Since 


108 | Where To Share Blog Posts After Publishing? 


promotion is part creative and more repetitive, a process will 
help you grow. Here at ShoutMeLoud, | use Trello to manage 
my content, and | use the same as a checklist. 

Here is a checklist that is automatically added when a post is 
published. You can make a copy of this content board here. 


Things to do after publishing blog posts 


in list Article Ideas 


P ADD TO CARD 
Description 


& Members 
Add a more detailed descijption 
© Labels 


© Checklist 
Post Promotion 

© Due Date 
Share on Telegram eA 
Share on Whatsapp 


Send Push notification POWER-UPS 


Share on Facebook - 5 times in 60 days (With Hashtags) O Giphy 


Share on Twitter - 8 times in 60 days (With Hashtags) ACTIONS 


Share on Google plus - 8 times in 60 days (With Hashtags) i lkowe 


Add to Flipboard 
B Copy 
Add on Pinterest with Hashtags 


Import on Medium using Import feature (Add footer to original article) © Watch 
https://medium.com/p/import 
Create Lumens video aioe) 
Link from old posts to this one 

Share and more. 
Tweet with tagging all mentioned tools/websites (2 tweet, drip feed) 


Send email newseletter 
Submit to http://www.blogengage.com/ (Sharat) 
Submit on Reddit (Harsh) 


1. Email your subscribers: 


After publishing, you should share your new articles, podcast, 
or even videos with your email subscribers. These users are 
already waiting for your updates, so they are subscribed to you. 

Here at ShoutMeLoud, | use two email marketing services at 


the same time: 


1. Convertkit: This is for automation and sending an email 
blast. 
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2. Jetpack: Jetpack is a free WordPress plugin with a 


newsletter module. It automatically sends new blog posts 
to people who subscribed to your website via the Jetpack 
plugin widget. 


Here is a screenshot of my last few email blasts via Convertkit: 


All Broadcasts 


Bali WordPress hacks, YouTube SEO $f in 1 (With @ ShoutMeLoud) 


| found best Cache Plugin & Its Solid! 
2,461 Recipients + 37.5% Open Rate « 8.9% Click Rate » 270 Clicks + 11 Unsubscribers 


SEO Copywriting (Your Magic Pill to Rank Higher) 
47 Recipients » 40.4% Open Rate + 12.8% Click Rate + 6 Clicks + 0 Unsubscribers 


How To Drive More Traffic With 'Position 0'@ Hack QE 
43,282 Recipients + 20.7% Open Rate - 2.7% Click Rate + 1201 Clicks + 88 Unsubscribers 


How to Start a Blog in Next 5 Minutes & Make Money (Finally!) Ge) 
11,052 Recipients + 5.5% Open Rate + 0.5% Click Rate + 67 Clicks + 11 Unsubscribers 


How Grammarly Can Help You Stop Making Mistakes in English 
22,325 Recipients + 20.3% Open Rate + 1.8% Click Rate + 399 Clicks » 45 Unsubscribers 


Try to keep your email newsletter short, meaningful, and 
clickable! 


2. Send Push notifications 


| have got great results with this technique, and on average, | 
drive about 250-500 views every time | send a push notification 
blast. Below you can see the stats from the Pushengage 
service | use. 


RECENT NOTIFICATIONS 
TITLE SENT COUNT SENT DATE VIEWS cm 
[New] Best Social Media tools @® 153092 04-05-2019 11163 1.9% 
Best Keyword Research Tools For SEO 77679 03-05-2019 8383 3.2% 
BEST Keyword Research Tools for SEO [2019 Reviews} 77680 03-05-2019 8182 1% 
12 Best WordPress Plugins 151639 18-04-2019 15279 6% 
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They offer about 2500 free subscribers with features like 
automation and a few others, which is something you should 
use from today onwards. The setup is technical, but you should 
be able to configure it using my tutorial on the same. 


3. Publish On All Your Social Networks 


It would surprise you how many bloggers fail to inform their 
social media followers about their latest posts. The followers 
have signed up because they want to be kept up to date on 
your site, so you have to ensure that they can see that you have 
new content out. 

Another thing that you have to keep in mind here is the 
fact that manual sharing is more effective on social networking 
sites like Facebook and Twitter. 

You can always use tools like SocialPilot to automate the 
process, but whenever possible, use manual sharing and add 
your own comments. This will increase the CTR of your sharing 
and will help to start a conversation. 

SocialPilot has a recurring share feature that makes it easier 
for users like you and me to automatically share the post on our 
social media platform at regular intervals. See the screenshot 
below: 
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Repeat Post 


Mar 11,2017 2:11PM 


Mar 21, 2017 2:11 PM 


Mar 31, 2017 2:11 PM 


Apr 10, 2017 2:11 PM 


+Add Schedule 


Read: How to promote your blog on Social networking 
sites 


4. Share on Facebook profile 


When it comes to sharing your blog posts on Facebook, | would 
suggest that you be precise and distinct. On your Facebook 
page, share only your highest quality posts, or stay away from 
self-promotion until you have a decent number of followers. 
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Harsh Agrawal alae 
March 28, 2019 - @ v 

We often get so busy churning out new content that we miss making most out 

of the low hanging fruits. 


In today's #Podcast episode, l'm sharing 5 #WordPress theme conversion 
optimization hacks that could be utilized by personal and as well as business 
blogs. 


I'm confident that you might not have heard of many of these quick wins. ... 
See More 


Increase User 
Retention & 


improve r 


SHOUTMELOUD.PODBEAN.COM 


5 UI/UX hacks to increase user retention, SEO and Grow Big - SML 
#14 


oo Andrea D'Ottavio, Amit Mishra and 21 others 1 Share 


If your personal Facebook page is followed by many offline 
friends and family members who are not a part of your blog 
readership, do not engage in constant self-promotion. Your 
followers may find it annoying to see updates day and night 
for the content which does not interest them. Instead, use your 
brand’s Facebook fan page for active promotion of your blog 
posts, and use your personal Facebook profile for more textual 
content. 

You are welcome to look at my Facebook profile here to learn 


how | use it. 
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5. Facebook Fan page 


Facebook is one of my main sources of referral traffic. 


| usually follow a strategy of sharing content in different 
formats such as images, plain text or simple link sharing. 

Something that has always worked for me on my 
Facebook fan page is a call to action. This includes engaging 
users to comment, like, or discuss the topic I’m sharing. 

Lately, | have noticed a significant decline in the overall reach 
of posts shared on Facebook, and all | can suggest is to increase 
the focus on engagement on the Facebook fan page. 

6. Pin your post to Pinterest 

Pinterest works well if you are using quality images on your 
blog. If not, you should start using eye-catching images 
immediately, but make sure your images are optimized for 
Pinterest. 

Here is a useful post by Social Media Examiner to learn how 


to create pinnable images. 

Please ensure you also take advantage of hashtags and pin 
them on relevant boards. You can see an example of how | do it 
on my Pinterest profile. 


Read: Pinterest marketing tips for bloggers 


7. Share on Twitter 


| find Twitter to be noisy compared to other social media 
platforms, but it’s actually useful for generating more traffic 
directly from Twitter. Its good to tweet your article multiple 
times, maintaining a reasonable gap of at least 12 hours. 

You can also use hashtags to improve Twitter’s reach. 

You can use any of these Learn How to find best time to 


Tweet & Post on Twitter, and tweet accordingly! 
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If you are blogging on the WordPress platform, here is a 
useful Twitter WordPress plugin that you can use to auto-tweet 


your old blog posts. 
There are many more social bookmarking websites you can 
use to submit your blog posts and drive traffic. 


8. Interlink from old posts to a new one 


Once you put links into your new post for some of your previous 
posts, you need to reverse and go through some of your older 
posts, looking for keywords to link to your new post. 

These older posts have had much more time to get a little 
traffic and a little link juice, so this could bring visitors through 
to your new content. 

You can always simplify the process by using aplugin 
like Linkwhisper or you can manually edit old posts and do the 
internal linking. 

Also, having a related post plugin will also help in automating 
the process. You can use a plugin like YARPP for adding related 


posts in WordPress. 


9. Create A Few External Backlinks To Your 
Post 


Although it might seem like a lot of work, you should create 
a few links from other sites to link back to your post. Not only 
will this bring in extra visitors directly from the other site, but it 
will also give that post the much-needed search engine boost 
it needs to get started. 

If you target the title and the anchor text in the backlink to 
a nice long-tailed keyword, you could help that post reach the 
top of the search engines faster than you think. The best way 
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that you can do this is by getting a couple of guest posts on 
other blogs and directing the link in the author bio section 
back to your post. 


How to craft a guest blogging campaign for maximum 
exposure 


If this seems like too much work, you can always resort to 
the quick option of visiting a few similar blogs and leaving 
comments with links to your articles. For this, try to ensure that 
the comments you leave are “dofollow” links. Another option is 
to go onto a few forums and offer helpful advice while leaving 
a link to the post in the signature. 


Read: Blog commenting — A Practical guide for Bloggers 


10. Ask Fellow Bloggers For A Helping 
Hand 


There are a couple of circumstances when you shouldn't be 
afraid to ask other bloggers openly to support you by 
advertising your post on their social networks. 

For example, if you have placed a link back to something 
useful on their blog, I’m sure if you told them about it and 
showed them the post, they wouldn’t mind just a tweet for you 

The only other time that | think you could get away with this 
is if you have written an exceptionally good post and feel it 
deserves to be shared. 

Contact them with the link to your post and ask them politely 
to read it and share only if they like it. 

Also, you could offer to do the same thing for them the next 
time they have a great post. A word of warning, though: | 
wouldn't do this too much, as it could seem like you are just 
trying to use them. 
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There are other ways to promote your blog posts, but this list 
is a good place to start now. 

Make it a habit to share your blog posts in multiple places 
after publishing and let the traffic grow. 

When you share, always add a custom message and hashtag 
to make it more social and potentially viral at the same time. 
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14. How To Promote 
Your Blog 


Blogging is fun, but it’s not for everyone. Maintaining a good 
blog takes a lot of work. A good blog not only requires quality 
content, but it also needs to be promoted and marketed so that 
it consistently achieves maximum exposure. 

To earn an income from blogging, you need to know how 


to drive traffic to your blog. If you have traffic, the money will 
follow. 

Blog promotion is key in getting that traffic (and thus the 
income that follows). | followed these techniques to drive over 
10 million page views last year alone: 


New Users Sessions Number of Sessions per User 


7,212,078 1.29 

Sa hii aaa 
regen / Session Avg. Session Duration Bounce Rate 
10,737,716 00:01:39 75.47% 


Language 
en-us 
Country en-gb 


City en-in 


Pow NV a 


System en 


There are many ways to promote a blog. Effective blog 
promotion can happen via: 


Cutting edge SEO 
Social media marketing 


Guest posting 
Blog Commenting 


mM AWN = 


Forum marketing 
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Email marketing 
Push notification marketing 
Content syndication 


wo ON 


eBooks 
10. ..and more. 


In today’s post, | will cover several blog promotion techniques 
that are easy to implement and can bring great exposure to 
your blog in no time. 

Remember that success requires hard work and smart work, 
and successful blog promotion is no exception. 


How To Promote A Blog The Right Way: 


Honestly, there are many ways to get your blog noticed. 

My usual strategy is to pick one or two methods at a time 
and stick to those for a while, giving them my time, focus, 
energy, and effort. This ensures that each technique gets an 
equal chance at work. 

Let’s look at some of the many techniques you can choose for 
the successful promotion of your blog. 

But, first thing first. 


Get the foundation right before starting 
the blog promotion 


There are a few basic stuff that you should have it right before 
you work on blog promotion. 
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Hosting - 


Make sure your hosting is idle enough to handle increased 
traffic. Usually, most of the shared hosting can handle up to 


10-15k page views a day. Your hosting should match your 
hosting depending on how much traffic you expect after blog 
promotion. 

Some of the good ones are: 


Bluehost 


A2Hosting 
Kinsta 


We have a few good guides on hosting and the one you should 
start with is: 


Which is the best WordPress hosting & how to choose one 


WordPress Theme - 


Make sure your blog design is outstanding and compels users 
to stay more on your blog. From a technical perspective, we 
should well code it for performance and be SEO friendly. 
These two things go hand in hand; if you are still using an 
outdated theme or design, upgrade it. 
Getting a new theme does not cost a lot, and there are a few 
free and premium themes that you can look at: 


Genesis theme (That’s what we use here at ShoutMeLoud) 
Newspaper theme: A blazing fast WP theme. 


Astra theme (They have a free and premium version) 
GeneratePress (Free + premium version) 
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Set up Analytics - 


You should measure your existing traffic to see the effect of 
these blog promotion techniques. The best analytic tool you 
can get is Google analytics as it’s free and let you measure 


traffic at every level. 

Even you can see which post is getting maximum traffic and 
the traffic source. If you have not done it, you can read our 
earlier guide on: 


How to add Google Analytics to WordPress 


Once you are done with this, now it’s time to look at various 
methods of promoting a blog 


11+ ways to promote the blog 


1. Content Syndication 


One of the smartest ways for blog promotion is using content 
syndication. Do you know you could reshare your existing blog 
posts on LinkedIn and Medium.com to drive significant traffic? 

The quality of the audience on these platforms is really high, 
and you can expect a better ROI when doing this. If you are 
worried about creating duplicate content, you can take 
advantage of the canonical tags. 

Its an SEO technique to reuse your content on multiple 
websites without diluting the value of the existing one. 

Read my guide on “How to republish content on medium” to 


learn more about this technique. 
Two platforms | could highly recommend in 2020 for content 
syndication: 
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LinkedIn 
Medium 


The Task for you: 


Create a Google sheet and create a few columns called 
“Article title” “URLs and pick only those articles which 
create higher engagement. 

Pick a team member or hire a VA who could syndicate 2-3 
pieces every week. 


2. Search Engine Optimization 


This is one aspect that is in direct control of yours and you can 


quickly make your blog discoverable in Google search. There 
are two aspects that you should pay attention to: 


On-Site SEO (Technical SEO) 
On page SEO (Keyword optimization) 


Here is what you need to do: 
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On-Site SEO - 


This part helps the search engine discover your blog. This also 
involves submitting your blog to Google. 

If you are using WordPress as your blogging platform, here is 
what you need to do: 


Create a sitemap of your WordPress blog 
Submit the sitemap to Google search console 


This tells Google search engine about the content that you 
have on your blog and that’s how you will become discoverable 
in Google search. 

Configure the Yoast SEO plugin - 

This is the most popular WordPress SEO plugin in the 
market. Follow my earlier guide to learn the steps of setting up 
the Yoast SEO plugin: 


How to set up Yoast SEO plugin 


On Page SEO - 


This part is something that a lot of bloggers and content 
marketers get wrong and miss out on the big opportunity of 
getting their blog seen by the intended audience. 

Here is how this works: 


1. You do Keyword research before writing 
2. You optimize the content for a specific keyword 
3. Make the content, high quality 


| have a detailed guide onhow to write SEO friendly 
content and On-page SEO, that covers everything you need to 
know to ace this. 
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While you are on it, read our SEO Image optimization 


guide to make sure your blog is seen on Image search as well. 


3. Facebook 


Facebook is the largest social networking website. Many online 
businesses are running completely in referral traffic from 
Facebook, and we can't ignore the importance of Facebook for 
promoting our blogs. 

The first step in taking advantage of Facebook for blog 
promotion is to set up a Facebook fan page and Facebook 
group for your blog. 

In 2020, Facebook groups will be more effective than 
Facebook pages. 

You should also invest some time and energy in user 
engagement and creating a niche community around your 
page. This is very important. In fact, your Facebook groups 
could be one of the best ways to engage with your audience in 
real-time. 


Look at the ShoutMeLoud Facebook fan page to see how | 
engage with users. 

Here are a few articles that will help you to make the most of 
Facebook for the promotion of your blog: 
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How To Promote Your Website On Facebook 


How To Make A Popular Facebook Fan Page 


4. Twitter 


Most bloggers these days understand the importance of 
Twitter. If you’re still using Twitter only for personal use and 
not for marketing, you’re missing out on a lot of potential for 
driving traffic to your blog. Twitter traffic is great, especially 
when your post is retweeted with some trending hashtag. 

If you're already using a personal Twitter account, | suggest 
creating a separate profile specifically for your blog’s domain. 
This will be helpful for branding and an alternate way for 


readers to subscribe to your blog. 


Read: How To Tweet Old Posts To Automatically Drive 


Traffic From Twitter 


5. Social Bookmarking Sites 


Social bookmarking sites can make your blog traffic crazy 
awesome if you know how to use them. 

If your posts become popular on social bookmarking sites 
like Elipboard, Pinterest, and Reddit, you can drive thousands 
of traffic hits in a short time. 

That said, you do need to carefully monitor and understand 
these social bookmarking websites and what works best for 
these types of forums. (For example, list posts perform very well 
in any search engine.) 
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6. Guest Blogging 


Having your blog featured on similar niche blogs will not only 
send you traffic, but it will also help you drive targeted traffic 
and build SEO backlinks. 

Especially since the Penguin update, guest blogging has 


become one of the best ways to generate backlinks to your 
blog. 

| have previously shared a complete guest blogging 
marketing plan, and you can check out this list of blogs where 


you can submit guest posts. 


7. Interviews 


Videos 


Interview with Harsh Exclusive Interview Interview with > 
Agarwal - Top Indian With India's No.1 Professional Blogger 
Blogger on... Blogger Harsh Agrawal Harsh Agrawal from ... 
Sorav Jain Amit Mishra (Tryootech) Oscar Gonzalez 

YouTube - May 7, 2019 YouTube - Jun 24, 2018 YouTube - Jan 25, 2016 


Once your blog gets decent traffic, many other bloggers or 
people inspired by you will request an interview. 

Personally, | feel | should not let my fans down where 
interview requests are concerned, as these are the people who 
are my greatest asset as a blogger. 
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STORIES 


Harsh Agrawal'’s journey from a call 
centre to making millions as 


professional blogger 


AD 0:29 / 4:08 


We have great stories of startups which are making millions in revenue, but we ignore the 


For this reason, if you are offered the opportunity to be 
interviewed, | suggest you accept the interview and talk about 
yourself and your blog, and allow a whole new audience to 
learn from you and about your blog’s existence. 


8. Blog Commenting 


Like guest posting, commenting on blogs in a similar niche is 
one of the best ways to promote your blog. 
When doing so, be sure to add value via your comment. 
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Otherwise, you will simply dilute your brand. Never, ever, EVER 
spam someone else's blog. 

You should also sign up for a free account on Gravatar.com to 
get a comment profile image. 

| recommend Amit’s guide to blog commenting, which is of 


a holy grail for people who are trying to develop excellence in 
blog commenting. 


9. Niche Forums 


Forums and discussion boards are other excellent means of 
getting traffic and a targeted audience. | have tried a few 
forums for webmasters, and | found they do indeed drive 
decent traffic. The amount of traffic is not huge, but these 
kinds of forums drive targeted traffic far better than just any 
random visitor. 

With traffic, quality is way more important than quantity. 

There are many factors that you need to take into 
consideration when using forums to promote your blog. 

Here are a coupleof articles to point you in the right 
direction: 


5 Secrets To Promoting Your Blog via Forums 


10 Ways To Drive Traffic From Forums 
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Promoting Your Blog offline 


10. Business Cards 


Business cards are little marketing tools that cost little to 


produce. You can create and order business cards online to 
help you market and advertise your brand for very little money. 
Whenever you attend any event or meeting related to 
blogging, you can simply pass your business card to people you 
meet. 

They are great promotional tools; when | give 100 of them 
out, | normally get 100 new visitors and loyal ones too. Business 
cards are not expensive, and | can get 100 done for about $5. 

You can use Fiverr to find someone who can design a 
business card for you. Further, you can use services 
like Moo.com or Inkmonk to order business cards. 


Tl. Press: Newspapers, Magazine, and TV 
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Channels 


Frankly, one of my friends who is a journalist told me they 
always lack news. It’s difficult to fill a newspaper or magazine 
with the news; sometimes, they even need to get some online. 
So the point Is, if you can get them some shockingly awesome 
news for FREE, they will publish it. 

Getting newspapers to feature you, especially local ones, is 
definitely easy. Since | was featured in my country, India’s TV, 
and newspaper, my blogs and list became larger; thus, more 
money came in. 

It’s about getting your words out and making people familiar 
with your brand. In the long run, this adds to your brand 
reputation, and people recognize it. 


12. Wear your branded T-Shirts or Hoodies 


Gifts are people’s favorites, and giving them some gifts like your 
blog’s t-shirt will rock their day up. T-Shirts featuring your blog 
address with a great design equal to free publicity. 

If they wear them around, you will get free eyeballs looking 
at your blog URL when you don’t even need to pay a penny. 

Personally, that really sounds superb, and they won't really 
cost you anything. 

Printing T-shirts with your blog URL and logo will get you free 
walking billboards, whether going to the cinema or shopping 
for daily utensils or food. 

You can use a service called Teespring to order a branded T- 
shirt for your brand. 


130 | How To Promote Your Blog 


As you can see, there are countless ways to promote your 
website, business, or blog both online and offline and surely 


more will appear as time goes on. 

Think outside the box if you want to try something unique 
to market your brand! You can even buy a billboard ad or 
advertise on national television. You never know how much 
buzz you can generate! 

| will continue to update this article with new information 
and ideas. Meanwhile,be sureto share your tips and 
techniques for blog promotion in the comments section below. 
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15. 10 Proven Ways To 
Drive Traffic To Your 
Blog 


When you start blogging, you will see a lot of other successful 
bloggers doing certain things, talking about certain things, 
and perpetuating certain myths. They talk about high DAs and 
how large amounts of traffic are achievable only by writing lots 
of quality posts. 

Well, that’s all true, to an extent, but to drive lots of traffic to 
your site, you need to focus on many other things. 


1. Quality Posts and SEO 


Search engine optimization is the single source that can do 
wonders for your blog traffic. ShoutMeLoud receives close to 1 
million page views monthly, and over 84% of traffic comes from 
search engines. 


Top Channels Users 


E Organic Search @ Users 


| E Direct 
E Referral 30,000 

© Social 
E Email 20,000 

E (Other) 
10,000 


— Sep 16 Sep 23 Sep 30 Oct 7 Oct 14 


There are two aspects of SEO that could be easily done by solo 
bloggers: 
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On-page SEO: Basically optimizing content for a target 
keyword. 

On-site SEO: Optimizing the overall blog for search 
engines. Yoast SEO is one simple WordPress plugin that 
takes care of all its aspects of it. 


With little learning and practice, it could become the biggest 
traffic driving source for you. 


2. Convert visitors into subscribers 


This one technique can make a lot of difference in your blog 
traffic. Most newbies just focus on getting more traffic, but 
they don’t convert that traffic into subscribers. 

Once you have worked on SEO and other techniques to drive 
traffic to your site, you should also convert them into 
subscribers. This helps you to send them updates and let them 
revisit your site. This way, you will always have new traffic + 
revisit traffic that slowly and steadily increases your traffic 
chart. 

Wondering how to do that? 

Well, there are a few methods that you can use. 


3. Email marketing 


Email marketing is one of the best mediums for any blogger to 
drive traffic constantly. It is definitely not the easiest way, but it 
is something worth learning and implementing. 

A big chunk of ShoutMeLoud return traffic comes from 
Email-marketing. 

You can use a mix of: 
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Convertkit (14 days free trial) 
Jetpack email subscription feature 


To start with email marketing. 

While Jetpack plugin will send an email newsletter every 
time you publish a new post, using Convertkit, you can send 
a few selected posts and promotional offers in between to 
generate significant revenue. 


In the past few years, | have sent more than 2.9 million emails 
with a CTR of 5.51%. 


21 


Email marketing is one of the underutilized traffic sources for 
any kind of blogger. The basics of email marketing is simple: 


You add an email subscription box on your blog 


People subscribe, you set a sequence for them, and you 
start driving traffic. 


Many advanced strategies like segmentation and automation, 
could be implemented to make the most of email marketing. 

Email marketing can do wonders for your blog traffic when 
used in conjunction with push notifications. 
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4. Push Notifications 


dow Help 


NaN new comment(s) 


Hey! There are NaN new comments in the 
Harsh Agrawal 


The website “denharsh.pushengage.com” 
would like to show alerts in Notification 
Center. 


Don't Allow Allow 


entist nbustin’ nou “a a 
S 


This is not such a new technology but is not known by many. 


For me, this is more like a plug-and-play method that has 
constantly been driving traffic to my blog. 

This technology shows your visitors a notification asking 
them to subscribe to your blog updates. Once they subscribe, 
you can send them notifications whenever you publish a new 
blog post. 

You can use services like PushEngage to configure this. They 
have an automation feature that helps you automate the traffic 
part. 

Like email marketing, when a user subscribes to your website 
using Push-notification, you can make them part of a 
sequence. 

Let’s understand this with an example: 

Users who subscribe to ShoutMeLoud push notifications via 
reading any SEO-related posts will automatically receive 14 
articles over 30 days. This way, new users don’t miss out on 
useful and important topics, whereas we get consistent traffic. 

| started using Pushengage almost 4 years back, and check 
out my dashboard stats: 
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If you use WordPress, it also offers plugins to automate almost 
everything. 


5. Quora 


Quora is a popular Q&A website where you can answer users’ 
questions and smartly add your blog/website links to drive 
more traffic. But, before you jump on Quora’s bandwagon, 
finding success on Quora is not easy. 

In fact, Quora does not like self-promotion, so you must 
follow techniques that work on Quora. 

Worry not, as this Quora traffic guide will help you drive 


traffic from one of the biggest Q&A forums on the planet. 


6. Blogging Contests (Bribe them to drive 
traffic) 


Another great way to build yourblog is by organizing 
contests on your blog. If done properly, contests can be a great 
way to get traffic to a blog. 

The idea here is to make your contest challenging and 
capture the participants’ emails. You would like to exclude non- 
targeted users from making the most of this technique. 
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| have used Gleam a few times to drive traffic and capture 
emails. They do have a free plan with limited features. 
Here are my results from some of the giveaways: 


Name Impressions Actions 
Biggest Giveaway in The History of Blogging - ShoutMeLoud 1314 
ShoutMeLoud @ Blogging: Bluehost Hosting Giveaway 1380 
Premium WordPress Image Optimization Plugin 
HostGator Hosting Giveaway By ShoutMeLoud 
Bluehost Hosting Giveaway by ShoutMeLoud 


India Affiliate Summit Passes 


You may ask, 

Hey Harsh, how do I find sponsors? 

Well, this one is relatively simpler, and you can read this 
guide to learn how to find sponsors for your blog contests. 


You can get sponsors for your contest by manually 
contacting companies and big blogs in your niche; they will be 
willing to sponsor if you offer something substantial in return. 


7. Twitter 


Twitter is a great way to make your posts go viral, but 
marketing yourself and your blog on Twitter is not as easy as it 
sounds. 

On the other hand, it’s also not as tough as it looks. 

But to do it right, you need to understand the importance of 
“social”. You need to understand why people do the things they 
do. 

You also need to learn the art of driving traffic from Twitter. 
To get you started, here are a few things that you should do 
right away: 


Complete your Twitter profile by updating your bio, avatar 
& header image. 
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Tweet regularly (at least 6-7 times a day). | use 

Socialpilot to schedule my tweets in advance. 

Retweet related and interesting stuff from other 

bloggers. Use an analyzer tool to find trending topics. 
When sharing a blog post, share it with an image or better 


gifs/videos. 
Always use a hashtag (#) when posting a tweet. 


8. Facebook 


Facebook has become one of my favorite tools for driving 
traffic. | have been successfully using it to drive high-quality 
traffic to my blog for many years. 

Getting a Facebook fan page is the first step and adding 


Facebook pixels. 
Your Facebook fan page lets your readers connect with your 


brand on Facebook. You can also use it to engage with your 
readers. 

But perhaps the most valuable thing about Facebook is the 
ability for your posts to go viral. When you post on Facebook, 
your readers will get notified & your traffic has the potential to 
skyrocket. 

But unfortunately, Facebook traffic is not as organic as it 
used to be. The most important thing you need to take care of 
is engagement. Your organic post reach will decrease if your 
audience does not engage with likes, comments, or reshares. 

Even if you have a lot of “fans”, Facebook will not work well for 
you. 

You can use tools like AgoraPulse. This tool helps me 
constantly publish engaging stuff on ShoutMeLoud's 
Facebook page. 
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9. Social Bookmarking Websites 


Social bookmarking websites like Reddit and Flipboard 
effectively drive traffic to your website. 

The hard part is making your posts popular on these sites. 
You need to understand how social bookmarking websites 
work and how to make the most of them. 

People love quality posts. Also, listified (Top 10, Top 25) posts 
are always popular. 

Here are a few social bookmarking websites that | use often: 


Pinterest 
Flipboard 
Pocket 
Reddit 


10. Buy Traffic 


A few years back, buying traffic for the blog was not so 
effective. However, these days when blogging has become 
mainstream, and most of us monetize our blogs, more traffic 
means more money. 

One should also consider buying traffic from places like 
Facebook, Quora, Reddit, Google AdWords, and other 
nativeads programs that sell traffic. I’m a big fan of traffic from 
Facebook, and using the re-targeted technique, it’s cheaper to 
buy traffic. 

WordPress users can use Pixel caffeine plugin to integrate 


Facebook pixels on their blog. This plugin also lets you 

categorize your traffic, which is useful for re-targeting. 
Keeping a mix of easy wins and some long-term strategies 

for SEO and techniques like email marketing, Push 
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notifications can help you drive sustainable traffic and become 
financially independent in the future. 

A good SEO strategy and social media engagement will 
ultimately drive the most traffic to your website. 
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16. Smart Ways to 
Promote Your Blog on 
Social Media 


Are you confused about finding effective ways to promote your 
blog on social media? Navigating this minefield of Facebook 
marketing, Twitter promoting and G Plus sharing feels like an 
overwhelming, paralyzing task. 

You may be ready to quit on social, to just publish a post and 
hope that the Blogging Fairies magically promote the post to 
interested, targeted, eager readers with no effort. 

Stop sniffing that Fairy Dust. 

Blogging doesn’t work that way. 


You will receive generously if you're willing to give freely on 
social sites. 

The pain, suffering, and frustration of having little or no blog 
traffic will dissolve into the happiness, contentment, and 
satisfaction of driving targeted, buying traffic through your 
social media websites. 

If this sounds exciting to you and you're ready to leave social 
media confusion behind, its time to learn how to use proven, 
effective tips for promoting your blog on sites like Twitter, 
Facebook, and LinkedIn. 


9 Ways to Promote Your Blog on Social 
Media 


The methods you'll learn below won't cost you a dime. 
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You'll also drive targeted buying traffic by following these 
strategies. 
Did | mention you'll: 


build your credibility 
establish your authority 
have loads of fun 


..IN the process? 
Let’s dive in, guys. 


1. Think in Reverse: Promote Other 
Bloggers 


You down with POB? 

Promote Other Bloggers. 

Like this: 

| promoted my friend and fellow blogger Sue Anne Dunlevie 
at Successful Blogging because she had supreme value to 
share. | hook my audience up with a stellar blog post. Sue 
appreciates the Share love. 


But here’s where coolness enters the picture: Sue may just 
promote my latest post in return. Generous people find that 
other bloggers want to return their generosity. 

Promote other bloggers aggressively on: 


Twitter 
Facebook 
LinkedIn 
Pinterest 


An increasing number of bloggers will gladly promote you, 


expanding your reach on a wide range of social media 
websites. 
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Watch your traffic skyrocket. Rank on Google for targeted 
keywords. Boost your social proof. 
All because you were willing to do things in reverse. 


Give freely. Receive easily. 


2. Welcome new followers & let them 
know about your blog 


Sometimes when | greet new friends on Facebook, | thank my 
new buddy for their friendship and add a link to my home 
page. 

| just drop a link when | greet new friends, asking how | 
can help them and pointing the link toward my blog home 
page. It’s as simple as saying “Hi” with a direct message and 
just copying and pasting your blog link. 

This promotes my blog in a non-spammy way. | reach out to 
help while directing new friends back to the resource that is 
my blog. 

Greet as many new Facebook friends as possible with a 
question; ask if they need blogging help. Tack on a link to your 
blog home page. 

Stop leavingso much targeted traffic on the table, 


frustrating yourself with your utter lack of blogging progress. 
Be social. Be friendly. Be helpful. Be a promoter. 
Learn: 2_Free Twitter Tools to Send Automated Direct 


Messages 
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3. Ask Link-Less Questions and Provide 
Thorough Answers 


If you are confused about how to promote your blog, you may 
not be chatting enough. Think about an indirect approach. 

Instead of posting your latest blog post link on social media, 
try chatting. Ask questions to get inside your audience’s mind. 
Provide answers to their most pressing problems. 

This laid-back, helpful, relaxed approach builds your posture 
by being less desperate about forcing your links. More friends 
on social media sites will respect you, your expertise, and your 
blog. You'll indirectly generate more hits on your blog and 
social media sites because you weren’t so darn attached to 
shoving your latest blog post down all your social media 
buddies’ throats. 


4. Make Hashtags Your Best Friend 


Hashtags are like mini promoters, minions working on your 
behalf. 

Let’s say you’re having a tough time finding targeted users 
on Twitter. You just tweet links with some text but can’t find 
folks who really want to gobble up what you're tweeting. 

Enter the hashtag. 
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Jeff Bullas TWEETS FOLLOWING FOLLOWERS LIKES LISTS 


@jeffbullas 261K 340K 483K 2,172 5 


Jeff Bullas ©jeffbulla: 
6 Ways To Destroy Your Email List ow.ly/C82LX #emailmarketing 
#Emailmarketingtips #marketing 


———)> 


6 Ways To Destroy Your Email List 
One of the biggest issues email marketers have is to 
make the subscriber feel connected. Here are 6 common 
email list mistakes and how to fix them 


ow.ly/znaSL #emailmarketing #blogging 


Jeff Bullas ĉjeffbulla: 
: 16 More Sure-Fire Ways to Make Sure Your Emails Are Opened 


16 More Sure-Fire Ways to Make Sure Your Emails A.. 
Your open rates are less than the industry “norm” of 
20%. Are they getting all that juicy stuff? Here are 16 
more ways to make sure your emails are opened 


Jeff Bullas is the hashtag master. Sure he maintains a huge 
Twitter following but he hyper targets each tweet to a select 
audience. This ensures he attracts targeted, interested, hungry 
traffic to his world-renowned blog. 

Consider adding hashtags to every 2nd or 3rd tweet. 
Facebook and G Plus users aren’t quite as keen on hashtag 
usage, but Instagram users go bananas over their precious 
hashtags. 

Make the #hashtag work for you. Target your readers. Grow a 
raving following. 

If you're a blogging tips blogger, consider using these 
hashtags on Twitter: #blogging and/or #bloggingtips. 

Learn: 9 Social Media and Email Marketing Power-Ups for 


Better Conversions 


Smart Ways to Promote Your Blog on Social Media | 145 


5. Ask for Shares 


Shoutmeloud 
4 Published by Harsh Agrawal 


The Ultimate Guide To Managing A Blog Without Quitti 


Job 


ike & share! #Blogging #Bloggers 


The Ultimate Guide To 


o .shoutmeloud. com 


The Ultimate Guide To Managing A Blog Without 
Quitting Your Job 
Launching a blog is one of the best decisions you can make. This is because, if... 


SHOUTMELOUD.COM | BY HARSH AGRAWAL 


You may be at your wit’s end with your social media campaign. 


Why the heck aren't people retweeting your posts? Or why 


don't they share your blog posts on Facebook? 
Because you're not asking them to do so! 


Clarity, simplicity, and directness are 3 tools successful 


bloggers use to promote blog posts effectively on social media 


websites. Learn How to Encourage Your Blog Readers to Share 


Articles? 


| almost always ask people to share new blog posts through 


Twitter, Facebook, G Plus and LinkedIn. | include this call to 


action at the end of every blog post and through my Facebook, 


G Plus and LinkedIn social shares. 
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This tip takes 10 seconds to follow and the results you see will 
be well worth it. 


6. Follow Social Media Influencers of Your 
niche 


Social media icons clue you into what works and what doesn’t 
when promoting stuff on social media. 

Consider Gary Vaynerchuk. 

He has 1.3 million followers. A stunning number of these 


followers are engaged. 
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Gary Vaynerchuk & TWEETS FOLLOWING FOLLOWERS LIKES LISTS 


@garyvee 144K 9,130 1.3M 22.7K 1 
Gary Vaynerchuk “garyvee - Aug 1 
We pumped them out last week 
Khuram ®Khuram ai 


When you have 5 episodes of daily vee to catch up on @ @garyvee 


Gary Vaynerchuk “garyvee - Aug 1 


gð Big day today 


Gary Vaynerchuk “garyvee - Jul 31 

Today is the 2 year anniversary of the 
#askgaryvee shooooooow ... All | can say is 
#thanky... instagram.com/p/Blir88FhP4-/ 


: QUESTION TOPICS: 
| 
Entrepreneurship Social Media Leadership Self-Awareness 

Jets Questions Sf, 1 % 

© Fat Joe © Casey Neistat 

© Krewella © Chase Jarvis e Jack & Suzy Welch 

Fredrik Eklund © Bob Wright æ Mike Rashid 

© Arianna Huffington © Lewis Howes © Natalie Jill 

© Wyclef Jean © Seth Godin Baby Arielle 

© Scott Harrison Graham & Mark © Ariana Renee 


of Startup Van 
æ Alex & Mimi Ikonn 


© Marcus Samuelsson 
© Tucker Max 
© Brian Solis J 


© Sara Dietschy 
© Lauryn Evarts 


David Manela 
CRO of Fiverr 


Peter Klein 


His individual engagements get retweets and Likes. This is 
virtually unheard of in the Twitter world because most 1 on 
1 stuff is ignored by our followings. But Gary is a master at 
engaging, sharing value, and whipping his audience into a 
frenzy. 

Then, when it comes time to promote a blog post, video, or 
eBook, his social media following spreads the word like wildfire. 
Because they love the guy because he helps his followers and 
engages them like few people on social media today. 
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Follow the pros closely. They leave successful promotion 
clues on social media. 


7. Use Pretty Pictures Please and Gif 


Readers love eye candy. 

Feed the Eye Candy Beast. Add eye-catching, relevant, big 
pictures to your blog posts and ensure the images preview 
properly on social media websites. 

My blog and brand are built on Blogging From Paradise. My 
readers beg me for my pictures from paradise. | add 1 or more 
images from tropical hot spots all over the globe where | visit 
each blog post. 

Like this one: 
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ABOUT SEEN WEBDESIGN TESTIMONIA 


213 


Shares 


Blogging From Paphos, Cyprus 


That was my office one morning from Paphos, Cyprus, 
overlooking the peaceful Mediterranean Sea. 

| ensured this image popped up whenever | shared my post 
on Twitter, Facebook, G Plus and LinkedIn. 

Seeing an image of a tropical paradise inspires readers to 
click the link and share the post. 

| also gained a healthy amount of Pinterest shares because of 
this delectable eye candy. 


8. What’s Up with TUP? 


TUP = Time Updates Properly 
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| usually publish new blog posts between 8 AM and 10 AM 
EST in the USA, no matter where | am. | get max shares during 
this time frame. Of course, | also share my blog posts on social 
media during the same time frame. 

Check your audience demographics. Where are the majority 
of your readers? Share posts on social when the bulk of your 
readers are most active on social media sites. 


9. Be Consistent 


This is the most difficult tip. 

Anybody can follow the above tips for 1 day or 1 week. But 
being disciplined enough to follow these tips for 6 months or 3 
years feels like too tough of a challenge for most bloggers using 
social media. 

| built up this impressive ShoutMeLoud following over 14 
years. | have created a jaw-dropping, blessed, freeing lifestyle 
for myself for over 8 years. 

This takes time, patience, a commitment to following your 
passion, and creating, connecting, and doing things right to 
reap the greatest rewards. 

If you want to gain 800,000 blog followers or if you want to 
live in places like Bali, Fiji, Thailand, or Costa Rica for months or 
years, you need to be all in. 

Commit to these tips. Promote intelligently and effectively on 
social media for the long haul. Live your wildest dreams. 


Smart Ways to Promote Your Blog on Social Media | 151 


17. FAQs - Where Are 
my Million Dollars? 


Now, we come to the end of this book. | know you may have 
multiple questions, and | would try to answer them in these 
last few pages. However, one thing which you should know is; 
that turning your blog into a million-dollar business takes time. 
With proper strategy and guidance, you can do this in 2-3 years. 
My first million-dollar took 6 years, but the second one came in 
2 years, and perhaps the next one will take lesser amount of my 
time. 


Can you actually make money blogging? 


lm proof of someone who can make a handsome living with 
blogging. A lot depends on how consistent and persistent you 
are. In my case, | worked almost 14 hours every day for 4 years 
to reach this stage where I’m earning more than $80K/month 
from blogging. Back in the day, | used to publish income 
reports, but as | crossed the $50K milestone, | stopped 
publishing income reports, to avoid Unwanted attention. 

As the online space has matured, blogging offers more 
opportunities to make money. The only thing is, you need to 
be consistent for almost a year before you start making decent 
money to quit your job or plan your life on blogging income. 


What should I blog about to make money? 


If you don’t want to blog about your life and wonder about the 
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best topic from the blog monetization perspective, here are 4 
factors you should consider. 


Passion: Things you are already passionate about or are 
interested in. This thing doesn’t have to be something you 
are learning at an academy or at your job, but it could be 
as simple as something your friends, family, and others 
call you to take your opinion. For example, Cars, Food, 
Finance, and Travel. Take a pen and paper, and label it 
“Passion list”. Now, list every topic you think you are 
interested in and could blog about. 

Traffic and trend: You would want to ensure decent traffic 
and interest in the topic you have discovered by creating 
your passion list. Trends will give you an idea if this topic is 
growing or dying. Trends.google.com is a free tool that lets 
you gauge any topic’s traffic trend. 

Monetization: The 3rd factor that will help you find 
profitable blogging ideas is an option for monetization. 
You need to see how you plan to monetize your blog. Is it 
going to be an Ad network such as AdSense, or will it be 
Affiliate marketing?. To give you a perspective, 
“WhatsApp” as a topic is growing really fast, and you may 
be passionate about it, but monetization sucks. Even with 
high traffic, making money is negligible. 

Competition: This is the last but not the least factor. If you 
are getting into a competitive niche, it is hard to stand out 
and outrank existing big players. | don’t mean to 
demotivate you, but if you have a choice between 2-3 
topics, pick the one with medium or low competition. If 
you pick a broader niche, for example, fashion, in a 
competitive niche, it would just take a few extra months to 
ace it. So, you need to consider this when looking at the 
competition. 

| suggest you browse more articles on ShoutMeLoud to 
clearly understand picking up a niche. 
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How will you receive a Blogging payment? 


Your advertisers could sit in different parts of the world and 
there are 5 popular ways by which you can receive payment 
from all over the world. These are also popular ways by which 
these companies pay. 


PayPal 


Payoneer 
Transferwise 


Wire transfer (Your bank) 
CoinBase (Crypto payment) 


Once you make money, it’s a good idea to have an account on 
all the websites that let you receive payments. They are all free 
to join and easy to use. You can also use these above services to 
pay freelancers or virtual assistants in the future. 


Where can | learn more about the million-dollar 
blog creation process? 


We do have a paid course, where you can learn more in-depth 
in this topic. 
Head over to pro.shoutmeloud.com to purchase the course. 
You will also be joining our private group calls with me. 
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